


mm 


stocks held Si European 
Gdrmnmaty^ more than utoeMKon 

ECUs ($8 MIkm)^de^nstratijjg the urgent need for reform of 
EC fann polkyV a report saidMcnxIfiy- In Its 1985 review of 
agr^toral-niffl^ecsj the Brussels-based EC Commission, res- 
ponsible for.fbe Tfry-to-day. management ofthe community, 
added that thefigure excluded “yeiy substantial costs’ for storage 
and interest,payments."-At the end of October, stocks of butter 
totalled 977;Q0G tonnes, beef 730,000 tonnes, cereals 18.4 mfl- 
iion tonftei;, and sfeimme d mnkpowder 502,000 tonnes. The 
report said the actoof the stocks depressed market prices within 
the community and contributed, to lower prices on international 
markets. Total farm speeding in- 1986 is expected to reach $18 
bflBou, some 70 pcr cait of-tbo entire EC budget. 


Israel jails Palestinian student 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — Pales tinian student 
Majdi Ibn Hassan Ismail Badha, from the West Bank town of 
Nablus, was sentenced on Monday to four years' imprisonment 
for allegedly stabbing an Israeli soldier in Jerusalem's Old City a 
year ago. The judge told Badha, who said he acted for nationalist 
reasons, that the relatively light sentence was imposed because 
the soldier’s wounds were sligh t. Serious wounds would have 
resulted in a 20-year term, the judge said. Three Israelis, one 
soldier and two civilians, were wounded in similar knife attacks in 
the Old City in November. A military spokeswoman reported that 
soldiers detonated a bomb on a road near Israel's occupation 
headquarters in the West Bank on Sunday, it was found wrapped 
in a bag. 
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bold talks ... 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — Interior 
Minister Hassan Ai Kayed. cur- 
rentiy visiting Syria, held talks on 
Monday ‘ with Syrian. Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam. 
The talks covered the current sit- 
uation in the. Mkklle East as well 
as bilateral relations. Mr. Kayed 
arrived here at the head of an off- 
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Iraqis retake parts 
of Majnoon Islands 


PalestimaHSandthe cha- 
llemge qf non-violent str- 

uggteijwsj?^' 

British aid — helping 
thosewfto can heip tbe- 


President Hussein warns Iran of catastrophe 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq said on Mon- *^ rae ?* AyatoiM 
day its troops had recaptured parts of the imposters, who have bet 
southern Majnoon Island oil-fields, seized by 
Iranian forces in a Gulf war offensive early in mst Iraq." 

■tthftA "Let them prepare to 


E~r> J T \'/ Hi i j iii : 1 1 

MhT i iV ■ i i g>T^ 5 - in v~| 
i v > ; 'v » 

|; ii v ;^.- i 1 1 ; ^ u i .'/H'-M :i uii n . -it .IH'.f > 1 1 

t ii i-i» n» i « ; 

r > 7 v< i -: i > ^ ry. j r j > ~it. p ri 


■ A. High command communique 
said two brigades of the Iraqi 
Third Army Corps launched a 
surprise attack overnight and ret- 
ook several kilometres of 
enemy-held territory, killing hun- 
dreds of Iranians and wounding 
many more. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein, meanwhile, declared in a 
broadcast speech on Monday that 
any fresh Iranian offensive on the 
Gulf war front would only end in 
catastrophe for Tehran’s leaders. 

Later, the Iraqi military spo- 
kesman reported, an Iranian F-5 
warplane was downed in a dog- 
fight with Iraqi jet fighters in the 
northern part of the common bor- 
der and was "sighted plunging 
down in flames." » 

TheJF-5 was one of two Iranian 
warplanes that fried to cross Iraqi 
air space at 8:10 ajm^ seeking to 
raid a residential complex in the 
Rawandez region in northeastern 
Iraq, according to the spokesman. 

•In a nation-wide radio and tel- 
evElon address marking the 65th 
ahinversary-of the Iraqi armed 
stressed 


detenntoedto “djokCOS the eco- 
:nomy.of Iran, iyy blocking its ofl* 
^ exports. 1 


Shortly after the speech, the 
Iraqi mflitary command issued the 
communique about the offensive 
to regain the southern islands of 
Majnoon from I ranian bands. 

“The Iraqi forces have captured 
die liberated regions along Maj- 
noon, after evicting the Iranians in 
a battle that cost them hundreds of 
troops killed and wounded" said 
the communique. 

The I ranians had captured 
Majnoon from the Iraqis in bloody 
battles in February 1984. 

"Our forces took hundreds of 
Iranian soldiers prisoner, and our 
losses were nil in men and equ- 
ipment,” added the communique. 

In his speech. President Hussein 
paid high tribute to the “women 
and men of Iraq who have so for- 
tified the (southern) Huweizah. 
marshland that the enemy stands 
to pay heavily in the event of ano- 
ther aggression there.” 

“As time goes, the enemy gets 
weaker and weaker, while the Ira- 
qis grow stronger,” he said. “The 
aggressors have been depleting 
their potentials while we, the def- 
enders, are consecrating our frith 
; .moar homeland." ' 

In “his 35-minute, sledge- 
hammer speech, the 48-year-old 
Iraqi leader denounced the Ira- 


nian regime of Ayatollah Ruh- ! 
ollah Khomeini as a “bunch of 
imposters_ who have been ins- 
tigating their people to commit 
desperate military adventures aga- 
inst Iraq." 

“Let them prepare for agg- 
ression, and we tell them that the 
steel fists of the Iraqis await you,” 
he warned. “We will turn Huw- 
eizah into a mass grave for the 
aggressors.” 

The Huweizah marshes were 
twice invaded by the Iranians in 
major offensives —in the autumn 
of 1984 and the spring of 1985 — 
when, according to Iraqi military 
communiques, the “human wave" 
onslaught was beaten back at eno- 
rmous losses for the Iranians. 

Iranian forces first captured the 
desolate, man-made Majnoon Isl- 
ands, north of the southern Iraqi 
port of Basra, in February 1984. 

Iran , at the time, said there were 
some 50 oil wells on the islands 
which stand on rich oil deposits, 
estimated worth billions of dol- 
lars. 

But it was not immediately clear 
from Monday' s Baghdad com- 
munique exactly which part of the 
marshlands had been won back 
from the Iranians, or whether any 
of the oil wells were involved. 

The communique said the Third 
Army Corps commander, 
Major-General Maher Abdul 
Rashid, planned the attack which 
was earned out under direct ord- 
ers from President Hussein. 

Arab diplomatic sources have 

( Continued on page 3) 


U.S. to press for joint stand 
With allies to isolate Libya 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) - 
The United States will renew eff- 
orts fo persuade its Western allies 
to. jomm. retaliation against Libya 
because of its alleged links with 
terrorism,' the ; White House said 
on Monday. And meanwhile it ■ 
was keeping the wOdd guesting on 
whether anjr mflitary action was 
im m i ne nt. 

‘Those responsible and actively 
involved (in guerrilla activity) 
should be kept guessing and not 
sleep well at night as fat as what 
the Umted States might do " pre- 
. sideutal . spokesman Larry Spe- 
nces told reporters. • 

* Asked about a warning from 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
that iris suidde squads would att- 
ack Americans in their own streets, 
if .the United States took mititaxy 
action, he replied: “We take ail 
threats seriously... we remain on 
guard.”". 


Speakes said there was a gro- 
wing realisation among America’s 
friends, hitherto reluctant to act 
against libya, of ‘'the threat Qad- 
hafi poses to the world."’ 

“We would think our European 
allies would be more likely now 
than before to join us in isolating 
Libya...” he said. 

“ We will be consulting with our 
European allies and others reg- 
aiding the possibility of a con- 
certed effort on the part of gov- 
ernments against Libya.” 

- Libya has been accused by 
Washington of having direct links 
with the guerrillas responsible for 
last month’s attacks cm airports in 
Rome and Vienna in which 19 
people died, inclnding four of the 
gunmen. Col. Qadhafi denies any 
connection with the attacks. 

Speakes said Washington rej- 
ected Col. QadhafTs denial that 
guerrillas had training camps in his 


Gemayel urges Israel 
to leave South Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — President Amin 
'Gemayel on Monday urged Israel 
to withdraw from South Lebanon- . 
to allow a miiitta peace agreement 
to take hold throughout the cou- 
ntry. . 

“Let Israel come to its senses 
and, in line with international will, 
take the initiative in restoring the 
violated territories to allow this 
country... to regain its unity and 
sovereignty " Mr. Gemayel told 
diplomats. 

- The president gave his new year 
aiMrwa to ti}e dipdomatic corps at 
his palace in Baabda as radios 
reported gnnbatties between fig- 
hters of the Progressive Socialist. 
Party (PSP) and the army onahiD 
overlooking the complex. 

- Tension remained high in the 
south, with Israeli troops and their: 
“South Lebanon Army” (SLA) 
militia allies shelling five villages 
just outside IstaeFs self-declared 
“security zone”’ Sunday night 
Beirut Radio stations said. 

The security strip, held by the 
SLA, k patrolled by about 1,000 
■ Israeli soldiers and security, men- 

The Voice of Lebanon radio 
said several Israeli warships were 
seen off Lebanon’s south coast at 
.dawn on Mbnday. 

'- State-owned. Beirut Radio 
meanwirife; said officials of the 

three mam rmHtiak were due. tO 

meet here to discuss implementing 


the peace pact they signed 10 days 
ago- . 

Mr. Gemayel gave a cautious 
■welcome to the Syrian-brokered 
accord, telling the diplomats: 
“The year which has just ended 
brought us the promise of a long 
hoped-for peace. 

“ We are, I hope, on the verge of 
readtihg a national programme 
which could put a final end to this 
war -that has lasted too long.”” 

The 43 -year-old president sto- 
pped short of giving outright bac- 
king to tile agreement, which was 
negotiated without his inv- 
olvement. 

He described Syrian President 
.Hafez A1 Assad as his friend, add- 
ing that Mr. Assad had spared no 
efforts to end the war. 

“This is precisely the task we 
are going to work on and to gua- 
rantee the state its legitimate 
role— in an atmosphere allowing 
the exercise of democratic fre- 
edoms,” he said. 

. Mr. Gemayel has been sharply 
criticised by militias for wbai they 
say are his attempts to delay imp- 
lementation of the agreement. 

But Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami said after Mr, Gemayel' s 
speech he was confident the pre- 
sident would, make the right dec- 
isions for peace. T found that the 
president is aware of his res- 
ponsibiIities. , ’ : 'be told journalists. 


country. 

“That is patently untrue. We 
have firm evidence on camps in 
Libya that train terrorists " he 
said, adding that they had existed 
for about a year. 

Speakes said that Mr. Reagan 
had conferred on Monday with his 
foreign policy and intelligence 
advisers, but refused to say whe- 
ther Libya was discussed. 

Speakes declined to say whe- 
ther the White House wanted 
European backing for military or 
economic sanctions. 

Asked about the West German 
government’ s statement on Friday 
that it opposed economic san- 
ctions against Libya, Speakes said: 
“It seemed to be a very general 
statement, nothing specific.” Italy 
and West Germany are major tra- 
ding partners of Libya and buy 

(Continued on page 3) 


Arab team 
to visit 
Madrid 

MADRID (R) — An Arab Lea- 
gue delegation led by Secretary- 
General Chadli FQibi win visit 
Spain shortly to try to dissuade the 
government from establishing dip- 
lomatic ties with Israel, the Spa- 
nish State News Agency EFE rep- 
orted on Monday. 

EFE, quoting Arab diplomatic 
sources, said a meeting of the 
Arab League council in Tunis on 
Saturday had decided to semi a 
delegation to Spain to express its 
disquiet at such a step. 

iW council urged its njembers 
to continue to press the Spanish 
government to reconsider its ple- 
dge to normalise relations with 
Israel, EFE said. 

Spanish Foreign Minister Fra- 
ncisco Fernandez Ordonez said 
last week that relations with Israel, 
would be formalised in the first 
half of 1986. 

' Spain s the only West Eur- 
opean nation not to have formal 
links with Israel because of dif- 
ferences between late dictator 
Francisco Franco and Israersfou- 
nders. 

The two countries have de facto 
relations, with Spain represented 
through a consul-general and Isr- 
ael represented in Madrid by its 

mission to the Madrid-based 
World Tourism organisation. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; CJAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


King honours union leaders and social workers j Iran said 

AMMAN (Petra) — Leaders of 
various trade onions and pioneers 
in social work in Jordan on Mon- 
day received awards conferred 
upon them by His Majesty King 
Hussein. The awards, granted in 
recognition of the contribution of 
trade union leaders and social 
workers to the development and 
welfare of the country, were han- 
ded over to them by Labour and 
Social Development Minister 
Khaled A1 Haj Hassan in a cer- 
emony held in Amman. 

Presenting the awards, Mr. Haj 
Hassan said they represented the 
King’s appreciation of those lea- 
ders and pioneers in social work 

Labour Minister Khaled A1 Haj Hassan, on behalf of His Majesty nomic Survey (MEES) reporte 

Kmg Hussein, presents awar* granted by the King to tradeTS on Monday. 

SStf fX 5 leaders ™ Jordan on Monday (fetra pho^) Tbe weekly ofl review said as 

belief that toe citizen is our dea- .. * \ f”' result Syria has been forced t 

rest wealth. Order), the family of Nap Abdul order). make purc ij ases D f D ii fror 

Mr. Samir Qardan, secretary- Aziz (Independence Medal of the Those attending the pre- mX£ maSc>na] trading firms, an 

general of the General Federation Second Order), the family" of sentatioo ceremony included . , received oil assistant 

of Jordanian Trade Unions, tha- Abdul Khaleq Yaqhmour (Ind- Labour Under-Secretary Saleh 

nked toe King for the kind gesture ependence Medal of the Second Khasawneh. Social Development The review ^ has sus 
of appreciation and recognition Order), Mrs. Fortina Suleiman A1 Under-Secretary Mohammad Ali ♦*, 

and pledged that the trade unions Sukkar (Independence Medal of Wardam, General Union of Voi- LT , h 

mil remain hj be “the faithful sol- *e C^der) Ijfe Bjoeld unUry Societte Chairman Adb- ^SlyVSL iS 

chers of Jordan. Schelene (Al Kawkab Medal of ullah Khatib and senior trade interest from the 1983 aereemec 

Those honoured on Monday the Third Order and Mr. Ahed union officials and representatives between the two countries 
include: Omar Al Shalabi (Ind- Qintar and Mr. Salim Jadpun (Al of institutions working in the field s • ^ accumulated det 
ependence Medal of the Second Kawkab Medal of the Third of social work. f y S1 bi!K ^ araiie d unde 



Order), the family of Naji Abdul 
Aziz (Independence Medal of the 
Second Order), the family" of 
Abdul Khaleq Yaqhmour (Ind- 
ependence Medal of the Second 
Order), Mrs. Fortina Sule iman Al 
Sukkar (Independence Medal of 
the Third Order). Miss Bjoeld 
Schelene (Al Kawkab Medal of 
the Third Order and Mr. Ahed 
Qintar and Mr. Salim Jadpnn (Al 
Kawkab Medal of the Third 


order). 

Those attending the pre- 
sentation ceremony included 
Labour Under-Secretary Saleh 
Khasawneh. Social Development 
Under-Secretary Mohammad Ali 
Wardam, General Union of Vol- 
untary Societies Chairman Adb- 
ullah Khatib and senior trade 
union officials and representatives 
of institutions working in the field 
of social work. 


OIC minis ters begin talks 
in Fez with 90-point agenda 

Islamic nations expected to endorse 
backing for Libya against foreign threats 


FEZ, Morocco (Agencies) —The 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIQ. opened its 16th 
.foreign ministers meeting with a 
heavy 90-item agenda, indudmg'a'.- 
move by Libya to seek support 
for American threats against its 
territory. 

The 45-nation organisation also 
is expected to discuss the five- 
year-old Iran-Iraq war. 

Conference sources told Reuter 
the presence of an official Iranian 


delegation in Morocco for the first 
time since 1979 indicated Teh- 
ran's six-year-old Gulf war with 
Iraq qould be hotly debated at the 


Tehran broke relations with 
Rabat in 1979 when the Shah of 
Iran spent two months in Morocco 
after fleeing the Islamic rev- 
olution. Iran boycotted the last 
OIC summit in Casablanca. 

The sources said the Iranian 
delegation was anxiously looking 


■forward to debate on a Malaysian 
proposal that a new Islamic med- 
iation mission in the war be put 
together. 

A previous OIC mediation 
team Jed by Gambian President 
Sir Dawda Jawara has made little 
progress in resolving the Gulf con- 
flict, and Asian members par- 
ticularly believe a fresh start sho- 
uld be made with a change in its 

(Con tinned on page 4) 


to have 
halted oil 
supplies 
to Syria 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has sus- 
pended crude oil deliveries to 
Syria, its main Arab ally, pending 
the payment by Syria of overdue 
accounts, the Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey (MEES) reported 
on Monday. 

The weekly ofl review said as a 
result Syria has been forced to 
make spot purchases of oil from 
international trading firms, and 
has also received oil assistance 
from Kuwait. 

The review said Iran has sus- 
pended ofl deliveries pending the 
payment by Damascus of app- 
roximately S65 million in accrued 
interest from the 1983 agreement 
between the two countries. 

Syria has an accumulated debt 
of over $1 billion, accrued under 
the 1 983 agreement for the supply 
of six million tonnes of Iran crude 
annually, MEES said. 

The review added that Syria 
agreed to reschedule repayment in 
cash and goods during a visit to 
Tehran by Syrian Premier Abdul 
Raouf Ai Kasm early last month. 

Syria is the main Arab ally of 
Iran in its war against Iraq. As a 
result Iran's ofl sales to Syria have 
been at a discount, with five out of 
the six million tonnes priced S2.50 
under the market price and the 
remaining one milli on tonnes pro- 
vided free of charge to the Syrian 
army. 

MEES pointed out that the dis- 
continuation of the Iranian ofl 
supplies coincided with increased 
Iranian criticism of Syria for its 
recent rapprochement with Jor- 
dan and its efforts to impose a 
Syrian-sponsored peace agr- 
eement to end Lebanon's civil 


Rifts over foreign policy Maltese court begins hearing 
reemerge in Rome coalition evidence in Egyptair hijack 


ROME (R) — Italy’s ruling coa- 
lition parties bickered on Monday 
over the implications of a guerrilla 
attack at Rome airport, less than 
two months after overcoming a 
government crisis triggered by the 
hijacking of the Italian cruise liner 
.Achille Laura. 

Foreign Minister Giulio And- 
l-eotti, a Christian Democrat, was 
criticised by government col- 
leagues for pro-Libyan bias in the 
past and for failing to make his 
position dear after the Dec. 27 
attack in which 16 people were 
killed. 

The differences resurfaced as 
the government reflected what 
diplomatic and economic action to 
take, if any, in case Libya was pro- 
ved to be behind the parallel att- 
acks at Fnimicino and at Vienna's 
Schwechat airport, where three 
people died. 

Liberal Party leader Alfredo 
Biondi said the coalition led by 
Prime Minister Bettino Craxi, ins- 
tead of exhibiting a dear line, was 
wrxuked by bitter disputes at cab- 
inet’. level "'involving also the for- 
eign! minister.”' 

FVaminio Pioooli, president of 
the Christian Democratic Party, 
said he could not understand 
Libya's “privileged position"" in 
Italian foreign policy and asked 


for an internal party review of the 
situation. 

(Italy is Libya's largest trading 
partner in the European Common 
Market, and trade with toe North 
African country accounts for three 
per cent of all Italian trade, acc- 
ording to Italian government fig- 
ures). 

Defence Minister Giovanni 
Spadolini, leader of the pro- Israeli 
Republican Party which pre- 
cipitated the four-week crisis Iasi 
year, demanded observance of a 
policy dedaration that ended the 
government crisis sparked by the 
Dec. 27 attack. 

In that document the five coa- 
lition parties recognised the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as a legitimate negotiating 
partner, but only on condition that 
it renounced violence. 

■ He also accused’ the gov- 
ernment of pro-Arab bias. 

Alfredo Pazzagtia, lower house 
leader of the opposition neo- 
fascists, said the government was 
again deeply divided over foreign 
policy, on party lines and within 
the different parties. 

"While the ministers squabble 
among themselves. Italians pay 
the price of a foreign policy based 
not on principle but expediency," 
Mr. Pazzaglia said. 


VALLETTA (AP) - .Maltese 
magistrates began hearing evi- 
dence on Monday in the Nov- 
ember pirating and storming of an 
Egyptair jetliner, toe first step in 
brin g in g to trial the lone surviving 
hijack suspect. 

A heavy contingent of military 
personnel and police surrounded 
the St. Elmo- Fort, an old British 
garrison near Valletta’s Grand 
Harbour where a makeshift cou- 
rtroom has been set up for the 
proceedings. 

Sixty people were killed in the 
Nov. 23 hijack and subsequent 
Egyptian commando raid on the 
commandeered Boeing 737. 

At the request of toe defence, 
the court ordered a ban on the 
publication of testimony. Among 
those testifying on Monday was 
the doctor who treated the sus- 
pect, Omar Mohammad AJi 
Rezaq, at a Malta hospital for 
wounds he received in the hij- 
acking and storming. 

Also present at the hearing 
were U.S. Ambassador Gary Mat- 
thews and Egyptian Ambassador 
Ahmad Ali Amr. 

Rezaq, 22, appeared at the hea- 
ring in a dark blue suit and blue 
shirt. He will not testify until the 
trial, for which the date has not 
been set. 


Rezaq is the sole survivor of the 
three gunmen who seized the jet 
shortly after it left Athens for 
Cairo. He faces 16 charges inc- 
luding murder, attempted murder, 
and fl legal possession of weapons 
and explosives. 

He pleaded innocent when he 
first appeared in court Dec. 12. 

Rezaq has been charged with 
the murders of American Scarlett 
Rogenkamp and Israeli Nitzen 
■Mendefsen, who were among five 
passengers shot and thrown off the 
plane as it was parked for 22 
tension-filled hours on toe airport 
tarmac before the storming. 

The other three survived. Most 
of the deaths were caused by 
smoke inhalation and bums from 
an explosion and fire that engulfed 
the interior of the plane following 
toe Egyptian commando raid. 

Maltese authorities have said 
that the hijackers, realising the 
plane was being stormed, threw 
band grenades. 

Rezaq is also charged with cau- 
sing an explosion, attempted hom- 
icide, and holding hostage the pas- 
sengers and crew. 

His lawyer, Joseph Mifcud, 
asked that testimony in toe hea- 
ring not be published because he 
said it may influence potential 
jurors in toe trial. 


Gandhi assassins fled after shooting, lawyer says 


NEW DELHI (R) — The chief 
defence- lawyer in the Indira Gan- 
dhi number trial said on Sunday he 
could prove that the prime min- 
ister's “real assassins”' fled after 
the shooting, but the judge rej- 
ected his request for police radio 
records to back the claim. 

Pran Math Lekhi, lawyer for 
principal- defendant Satwant 
Singh, sard the log-book of the 
New Deflri police station would 
unmask the mysterious killers, 
who fled in a “Runaway car.” 

Lekhi said entries in the log- 
book were pencilled in and the 
document was therefore “fra- 
udulent and suspicious.”” 

“The wireless message about 
Indira Gandhi's shooting on Oct. 
31, 1984, went out at 8.55 am. 
and not at 9.10 am. as the pro- 
secution suggests," Lekhi tokf the 
court. 

He said nearly 100 bullets were 


food during the attack on Mrs. 
Gandhi, not 30 as recorded, and 
that there were more weapons 
involved than the two used by the 
alleged assassins, Satwant Singh 
and Beant Singh. 

But Judge Mahesh Chandra 
said it would be inadvisable to call 
■for the log-book after all evidence 
had been recorded. 

He added Lekhi had had an 
opportunity to cross-examine the 
73 prosecution witnesses in the 
trial, now in its eighth month. 

The makeshift courtroom in 
Delhi's top-security Tihar jail was 
packed on Sunday in what could 
be the trial's final week. 

Court officials said Judge Cha- 
ndra will deliver his verdict a few 
days after Lekhi winds up his def- 
ence arguments. 

Satwant Singh and two other 
Sikhs accused of taking part in the 
murder conspiracy, Kehar Singh 


and Baibir Singh, sat dressed in 
suits behind a bullet-proof screen. 

Beant Singh was shot dead by 
other guards immediately after 
Mrs. Gandhi was gunned down 
outside her New Delhi residence. 

“This is not an ordinary murder 
trial. It is an encounter with his- 
tory,” Lekhi said. 

He charged that the case itself 
was a conspiracy against the acc- 
used and asked: “How am 1 to 
prove that here are innocent peo- 
ple who are arraigned, only bec- 
ause they are Sikhs? This mask I 1 
must tear apart." 

Lekhi said the prosecution case 
was filled with “one fabrication- 
after another” and told the judge: 
“ Your judgment will decide not 
merely a case but also whether 
there will be peace in Punjab... 
Mrs. Gandhi is dead, but my cou- 
ntry is stfll living.”” 

Mrs. Gandhi was murdered five 


months after she sent troops into 
toe Sikhs' holiest shrine, Amr- 
itsar's Golden Temple, to root out 
extremists fighting for a separate 
Sikh nation which they called KJha- 
listan. 

The assassination sparked off 
four days of nationwide anti-Sikh 
rioting in which more than 2.700 
people were killed. 

Lekhi said a key prosecution 
document titled “Indira de Sikh” 
(the Sikhs of Indira), recovered 
from the office of Kehar Singh, did 
nor prove the theory of con- 
spiracy. 

He read out an English tra- 
nslation of the Punjabi pamphlet, 
saying it only urged a social boy- 
cott of Sikhs in the government 
and Mrs. Gandhis Congress (I) 
Party and nowhere called for a 
revenge attack on the Indian lea- 
der. 








Peres: Israel, Egypt close 
to resolving 3 major issues 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
said Monday that Israel and Egypt were close to- 
resolving three issues which- have threatened the 
seven-year-old peace accord. 


"We are veiy dose to agr- 
eement that will give positive sub- 
stance to the relations between the 
two countries" Peres % told rep- 
orters outside his office : 

Israel Radio reported' that 
Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak 
has suggested that Peres come to 
Cairo at the end of the month to 
wind up year-long negotiations 
over a border dispute, return of 
Egypt’s ambassador to Tel Aviv,, 
and improvement of trade and 
tourism links. 


office expressed satisfaction with 
clarifications on Egypt’s positions 
sent in written and oral form by 
Mr. Mubarak over the past two 
weeks. 

"There is now a mutual basis for 
a package deal, "■said the officials, 
who demanded anonymity. "The 


next step will be to bring the pro- 
posals for discussion to the inner 


Egypt’s charge d’affaires. Moh- 
ammad Bassiouny, was not in his 
office to comment on the report. 
Officials in the prime minister's 


cabinet,” a group of 10 key min- 
isters. 

But it was not immediately dear 
if Foreign Minis ter Yitzhak Sha- 
mir. Peres' rival anJ partner in the' 
fragile coalition which governs 
Israel, would agree to Egypt's 
proposals. 


A major sticking point is likely 
to be the method of resolving a 
dispute over the tiny beachfront 
land of Taba on the Red Sea. 

Egypt has insisted that the dis- 
pute over Taba, currently in Isr- 
aeli hands, be resolved by int- 
ernational arbitration. 

Peres, head of the Labour 
Party, has accepted the idea. But 
Shamir, leader of the Likud Bloc, 
has demanded that non-binding 
conciliation be tried first. 

Peres needs a majority in the 
cabinet to get approval for arb- 
itration, but as the cabinet is split 
between Labour and Likud min- 
isters, Shamir’s party has the 
power to veto the resolution. 

A Shamir aide, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
foreign minister has been studying 
the correspondence between the 
two leaders and will meet with 
Peres on Monday night. 


The prime minis ter’s office said, 
two other disagreements wOl t»e 
covered in the so-called package 
deal. Israel wants Egypt to return 
its ambassador, who was removed 
from Tel Aviv when Israel inv- 
aded Lebanon in June 1982. 


Lebanese 
militia chief 
swamped 
with mail 
from U.S. 


In addition, Israel has con- 
tended that Egypt has failed to fu 1- 
fill normalisation agreements cm 
various subjects including com- 
merce and tourism. 


Speaking to party activists Sun- 
day night. Former foreign Min- 
ister Abba Eban said: “ When I se e 
the reactions of the foreign min- 
ister, I get the feeling we don’t 
need a Foreign Ministry at all. A il 
we need is a tape recorder which 
says, ’I don't know wbat the que - 
stion is but the answer is* no' ."his 
remarks were broadcast MonJa y 
on Israel Radio. 


Soviet defence team due in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) - A top Soviet 
military ream led by Deputy Def- 
ence Minister Gen. Vladimir 
Govorov will arrive in Kuwait on 
Saturday for an official six- Jay 
visit, a Defence Ministry official 
said Monday. 


especially armaments" during the 
visit. 


Kuwaiti Defence Minister She- 
ikh Salem A1 Sabah said last 
month he and Gen. Govorov 
would discuss "military affairs. 


Moscow has become a key arms 
supplier to Kuwait. Sheikh Salem 
arranged a Jeal in Moscow 18 
months ago which the Kuwait 
News Agency said was worth over 
$300 mSlion. 


Gen. Govorov was originally to 
have visited Kuwait from Dec. 21. 
but his tri^-was postponed without 


explanation. 

Kuwait, only 50 kilo.netres 
from the southern front of the 
Iran-lraq war, has boosted its ars- 
enals to deter any possible attack 
on oil or other vital installations. 

The Sovier Union has raised its 
profile in the area in recent 
months, adding diplomatic ties, 
with Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates to the relations it has 
had for years with Kuwait. 


Gunman 
identifies 
Rome hotels 
where his 
group stayed 


Top U.S. aide arrives in 
Khartoum for talks 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Chester 
Crocker, assistant U.S. secretary 
of state for African affairs, arrived 
Monday to talk over American- 
Sudanese relations with top Sud- 
anese officials. 

The official Sudan News Age- 
ncy (SUN A) said meetings are 
scheduled with the ruling Tra- 
nsitional Military Council (TMC) 
and its chairman, Gen. AbJuJ 
Rahman Swareddahab, as well as 
Prime Minister Al Gazouly Daf- 
aailah. 

A spokesman at the U.S. emb- 
assy said the visit is to "discuss 
continuing good relations bet- 
ween the United States and Sudan 
and to review developments as 
Sudan makes a transition to a new 
government.'* 

Gen. Swareddahab. who top- 
pled former President Jaafar 
Nutneiri last April 6. ordered Mr. 
Dafaailah when his government 
was sworn in under military gui- 


dance three weeks later to prepare 
elections to turn over foil control 
to civilians by next April. 

The T.MC and the cabinet ann- 
ounced in a joint statement last 
month that the elections will be 
April 1-12, with results to be ann- 
ounced by April 1 6. Ihe new Nat- 
ional Assembly wfll sit 10 Jays 
later, the statement said. 

Mr. Crocker's visit, his fourth to 
Sudan in just over a year, is the 
first by a ranking American since 
the State Department warned 
Americans in late November that 
Sudan was unsafe for A.nericans 
to visit. 

Department officials charged 
that the government had allowed 
anti- American elements believed 
to be Libyans to establish the- 
mselves in Sudan. Sudanese off- 
icials strongly denied the charge 
but later said they had asked sev- 
eral suspected troublemakers to 
leave. 


Tunisian 
labour leader 
starts hunger 
strike 


TUNIS (R) — The jailed former 
chief of Tunisia':, biggest trade 
union has begun a hunger strike to 
protest against his prison con- 
ditions. union sources said Ion- 
Jay. 

Habib Achour, 72, was sen- 
tenced to a year's i.nprison.nent 
on Dec. 31 for breaking into a fis- 


.hing cooperative nearly two years 
ago. The former chief of the 


350.000-strong General Union of 
Tunisian Workers (UGTT) began 
his fast Sun Jay in the eastern town 
of Sfax. the sources said. : 
Tunisia's Largest officially rec- 
ognised opposition group, the 
Movement of Jenocratic Soc- 
ialists ( MDS), said Ln a state nent 
after a political bureau meeting 
Sunday that Achour's i np- 
rison nent was legally unjustified. 


Salvagemen fight blaze aboard Iraqi-hit ship 


estigatois to suspect be .nay be 
older than his Jed are J age of ID. 


BAHRAIN (R) - Iranian sal- 
vage tca.ns MonJay fought a blaze 
aboard an oil-laden Maltese tan- 
ker hit in an Iraqi missile attack 
south of Iran's Kharg Island oil 
terminal. Gulf shipping sources 
said. 


Koncar was put out of service 
briefly by a similar strike on Nov. 
16, while carrying 60,000 tonnes 
of oil on Iran's shuttle service fro n 
Kharg to its makeshift export ter- 
■ninafatSirri Island, farther south. 


The 36.295-ton Koncar was hit 
Sunday in an air strike about 30 
miles south of Kharg. in the Nor- 
thern Gulf. No injuries were rep- 
orted among the crew, several of 
whom stayed on boarJ. the sou- 
rces said. 


It was not immediately clear if 
Koncar was still working the 
year-old shuttle, which has been 
slowed in the past month with the 
temporary loss of six vessels — 
two following a collision and four 
struck by Iraqi .nt&siies. 

Koncar was the second vessel 


confirmed hit in the first week of 
1986 in the so-called tanker war 
between Iran anJ Iraq, an ext- 
ension of their five-year-old gro- 
und conflict. Nearly 50 ships, 
many of the n tankers were hit last 
vear. 


The laden. 134.011-to.i 
Cyp riot-flag Superior, also on the 
shuttle, was hit on Jan. 1 by a nis- 
siic which failed to explode. 

Shipping sources say Iranian 
'Lvy experts have been called in 
to defuse the nissile. 


older than his Jed are J age of ID. 
the sources said. 

Investigators have meanwhile 
ruled out a suggestion that the ext- 
remist Red Brigades supplied foie 
Kalashnikov weapons that were 
used on Dec. 27. 

Italy is considering recalling its 
ambassador from Tripoli if Libya 
is proved to have been involved ija 
the parallel attacks at Rome an<J 
Vienna airports, diplomatic sou- 
rces said Sunday night. 

The sources said trade sanctions 
in conjunction with other Eur- 
opean Community countries we re 
also being discussed at cabinet 
level. 
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respondents for not replying ind- 
ividual I v, addins that he susnected 


ROME (R) — Wounded gunm an 
Mohammad Sarham has itle- 
□tified two Rome hotels where his 
accomplices stayed before (the 
Dec. 27 airport attack, sources 
close to the investigation has saiid. 

Sarham, recovering from bul let 
wounds he received in the attack, 
was driven round the city centre in 
an ambulance with Magistrate 
Domenico Ska and senior Ji:t- . 
ectives. 

He pinpointed two media n- 
priced hotels, one near the Vat- 
ican and another near the ratlw .iy 
station, where he saLi he had .a et 
some of his five acco ip!icct who 
either took part i 1 or supplii; 1 
weapons for the .:tt.n.k at Fiu- 
.oiemo Airport. 

Three gu.i .ic.i were shot dead 
and two others, said oy Surhan to 
have handed over the assault rifles 
anJ band grena Jes in Rome's Pia- 
z t. Vc.rozi. .have .tot hcc .it mil- .. 

Italian authorities issued pho- 
tographs of Sarham and his three 
fellow gunrnen.in an effort to dis- 
cover .none- about their jnov- 
etnents prior to the attack. 

Sarham told Mr .Sica later he 
had taken part in commando ope- 
rations in Kuwait before the 
Ro.ne airport attack, leading inv- 


iost an* ue 1 for co .7 passion 
and i* rearer international und- 
erstandina. Several pupils des- 
cribe J their hobbies xid askeJ for 
Lebanese pen pals —but forgot to 
ne.ition the hostages. 

Baudbex's overworked post nan 
delivered one letter narked "his 
excellence the nayor,'* drawing a 
s nile fro.n -lr. .lusawi. 


•1r. .lusawi, whose group split 
fro.n the .nainstrcam Shf ite Amal 
Movement after Israel's 1982 inv- 
asion of Lebanon, urged the stu- 
dents to press Washington to rev- 
ise its Middle East policy. 

"Through Reuters we invite 
some of those students ... to visit 
us to see for themselves the cal- 
amities that befell our people with 
the co.nplicity of the U.S. gov- 
ern nent " he said. 

•lr. .lusawfs group cooperates 
wirh several hundred Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards who arr- 
ived Li 1982 to help fight the Isr- 
aelis. rhey saw no action, bul sta- 
ve J in the Bckau to spread the 
JoctrLies of Iranian leader Aya- 
tollah Kuhollah vho neuii. 


U.S. actions unlikely to curb Libya 


By Oirktopher Hanson 

Reuter 


BAALBEK, Lebanon (R) — The 
Sbi'ite Muslim militia chief gazed 
in bemusement at a deluge of let- 
ters from American school chi- 
ldren just delivered to him at this 
historic town in east Lebanon's 
Bekaa Valley. 

“What can I do with 400 let- 
ters? I don't have time or money 
to answer them alt,’*' Hussein 
Musawi, head of the Baalbek- 
based fundamentalist "Islamic 
Amal",' said in mock despair. 

The stack of letters, roost with 
North Carolina post-marks, were 
written by American high-school 
children pleading for the release 
of six Americans kidnapped in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Musawi, 43, denies he was 
behind the series of kidnaps that 
began 22 months ago. They were 
claLned by the radical, secretive 
Islarnic JihaJ (holy war) mov- 
Ci nent which also says it bolds four 
French hostages. 


He asked Reuters to convey 
apologies to his youthful cor- 


ividuat ly, adding that he suspected 
U.S. intelligence of prompting the 
postal campaign. 


“Take care, you never know 
what rnight be inside," the bea- 
rded leader warned as he snatched 
away an unopened missive, “[was 
very pleased to get letters fro.n 
students because I am a teacher 
.lyself." he said. “I tell them ... we 
have nothing to Jo with the kid- 
napping of the A nericans or the 
French .... 

“ Hiey should know that the 
people of Palestine und South 
ebj.ic i ... are now scattered in 
ci! up> .i.i J roa .llig homeless on 
the streets," 1 he declared. 

1 1 one letter, a 1 7-year-olJ told 
■ lr. lusawi he planned to join the 
J.S. ar ny after leaving school and 
>uiiee>te I that the hostages be rel- 
ease .1 jsrfeiy "before there ’is a 
war." 


WASHINGTON — The United 
States has called for diplomatic 
moves to isolate Libya, but Middle 
East experts say economic san- 
ctions and other options are unl- 
ikely to curb what Washington has 
termed “an outlaw country."' 

Washington says Abu NidaL, 
leader of the Palestinian group 
widely accused of the Dec. 27 air- 
port attacks in Rome and Vienna, 
has been aided by. Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. 

Last week the State Dep- 
artment renewed a call, already 
made several times during the 
Reagan adnnnistratioa, for int- 
ernational cooperation in isolating 
Libya, which President Ronald 
Reagan earlier decried as an “out- 
law state." 

Given the heavy dependence of 
many Western nations on Libyan 
oil and trade, U.S. officials are not 
optimistic that an effective int- 
ernational programme of eco- 
nomic sanctions can be set in mot- 
ion. 

An estimated 15,000 Italians 
and 8,000 Britons work in Libya 
— potential hostages if those nat-„ 
ions acted forcefully against Col. 
Qadhafi, according to Western 
diplomats. 

U.S. officials say the Reagan 
administration is considering 
imposing new economic measures 
on its own or taking military action 
against Libya. 

But. acting alone, Washington's 
options are unpromising, acc- 
ording to private Middle East spe- 
cialists in Washington. 

The United States has already 
severely curbed trade with Libya, 
banding exports of military items 
and curtailing ofl purchases. 

These sanctions have not bro- 
ught changes in Col. Qadhafi’ s 
policies, U.S. diplomats concede, 
and Washington has little rem- 


aining economic leverage on the 
North African country. 

Even if Washington managed to 

secure the cooperation of key all- 
ies in imposing tougher sanctions, 
the results might not be effective, 
judging by the history of san- 
ctions. . 

A U. S. grain embargo imposed 
against the Soviet Union after it 
sent troops into Afg h a n istan in 
December 1979 drew sharp cri- 
ticism from presideotia^candidate 
Reagan for halting U.S. farmers 
more than the Soviet Union. Mos- 
cow simply bought grain els- 
ewhere. 


U.S. officials say the Pentagon ' 
sent a list of mflitazy rations, inc- r 
ludLng air strikes, to Reagan Jast * : 

week, but stress that such a move 
could raise series problems. './• p.: 
“This kind -of thing Would.!** a j 
lot different and a whole lot ton- 
gher than the recent-fcraeli raid on 
the PLO in Tunisia, ""one official 7 

said. •" lyfll# 

“There are also about ; 1,500 P 
Americans in Libya who could .■ 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Mr. Reagan scrapped the emb- 
argo after becoming president. 

A trade embargo aimed at the 
Kremlin's trans-Siberian natural 
gas pipeline, imposed in late 1981 
in response to vhat Washington 
said was Soviet pressure on Pol- 
and, raised angry cries from West 
European allies which wanted to 
buy the gas and were helping to 
build the pipeline. 

Washington was forced to back 
off. - 

U.S. trade restrictions on Vie- 
tnam, North Korea, Cuba and 
Nicaragua have not prevented 
their governments from keeping 
their economies intact. 


suddenly become hostages” he 
said. The State Department 
week urged all Americans to leave 
Libya for their own safety. ‘ 

Mr. Reagan and Pentagon off- 
icials. including Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar Weinberger, have V 5 ^ 
warned repeatedly against ret- ^ 
aliation which endangered inn- ' ck 
ocent civilians. They have com- 
plained of the difficulty in .ide- 
ntified specific targets in disparate ■- 


commando movements. 


A recent study by the respected 
Institute of International Eco- 
nomics in Washington reports that 
of 68 economic sanctions imposed 
by Washington since 1914, only 
nine were truly effective and many 
foiled. 


Gary Hufbauer, co-author of 
the study, wrote of economic san- 
ctions: “The grain embargo (and) 
pipeline sanction ... have now cast 
doubt on their usefulness.” 
Another U.S. option being wid- 
ely discussed in Washington is mil- 
itary action. 


Direct U.S. - military action .if* 
could cause potentially rebeOious. 
Libyans to rally round GoL.Qad^^v?^ 
hafi and undermine opposition t£' — 
groups, according to Middle East - 
analyst Jim Phillips of the con- ^ 
servative Heritage Foundation' •- 
think-tank. ‘ 

' jWlY "F 

Heritage argues it would be bet- 
ter to aid opposition factions qui- " 
etly. - .'•• 

Some psychologists and. West . 
European officials' contend that. 
the best way of deati n g ^ ti r .Got.- 
Qadhafi is either to engage him in ,*f ^ 
dialogue or to ignore UtzL. Ttaey' 
accuse Washington of exa- * 

ggerating Libyan military power.- ' 
But a U.S. official told, Reuters ‘ 
it was impossible to ignore Col. . p„ 
Qadhafi, given his penchant for •- 
"trouble ."and that his mercuml 
personality was a serious obstacle 
to negotiations. ' 

Dialogue might once have wor- " 


ked, but now Col. Qadhafris seea..-^'^ 
here as unpredictable 
cause’ the official said. ; 


Israel sees lowest immigratioii in 1985 


T~EL A VTV (AP) — Fewer people 
immigrated to Israel than at any 
time in histoiy, an immigration 
spokesman said Monday. He said 
Israel’s ailing economy was largely 
to blame. 

In 1985, 11, 998 immigrants 
arrived in Israel, compared with 
19,230 in 1984, a 41 per cent dec- 
rease. said Gad Ben-Ari, spo- 
kesman for foe Ministry of Abs- 
orption. 

“One problem is the economic 
difficulties we are experiencing. It 
doesn't make Israel . attractive 
right now,’* Ben-Ari told the Ass- 
ociated Press. 

Israel currently has a 200 per 
cent inflation rate and about 6 per 
cent unemployment rate. In 1 984, 
inflation reached a record 445 per 


cent. 

Ben-Ari said a second factor 
was a perception in 1985 that Isr- 
ael was a target of terror attacks. 
Israeli army figures show that 17 
Israelis were killed in 1985 in 
anti- Israeli attacks in and around 
die occupied territories. 

In addition, he said, the figure 
was so much lower than in 1984 
because that year thousands of 
Ethiopian Jews were rescued from 
that famine-stricken African nat- 
ion in a secret airlift known as 
“Operation' Moses.”' Last -year, 
2,035 Etliiopiaasj arrived in Israel 
co.npared with 7,807 in 1984. 
Ben-Ari said. 

However, Ben-Ari said he exp- 
ects an immigration increase in 
1986 because of the success of the 


government's fiscal recovery plan, j 1 ®® c 
implemented last Jonel " We are - - 
already seeing some improvement . ^ 
in the last two months "he said. 7- 
Israel has also tried to attract 'Jash 
immigrants by conducting l 'e.np- / zim ' 
loyment fairs’* in 'Jew York. Lc* fyjn.jjTv 
Angeles and Palo Alto,. Cal-’, 
ifornia. This past fall, andia-aJJ-. 
ition is making a new effort to att-... .’ 
ract South Africa aHfewish r.n.n- 
igrants. ‘ 

Israel’s record low iranugration^ 
numbers is accocopameilEy qg>r 
ected record high emigration rate. 
Officials predict some 30,QOQ of cdsub 
IsraeTs 4 2 million 
leave the country in 1988. 5a 3cr ; 

Immigration from foe Soviet 3^ 
Union last year stood at ^2, nea- Sz l-Jc 
riy the same figure as i%4» . :fe r h 


inflation reached a record 445 per 1986 because of the success of the riy the same figure * 

Kaddoumi holds Mideast talks in Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Farouk Kad- 
Jou.ni, a close aide to Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat, is visiting 
■Iosco w, a PLO spokesman said 
MonJay. 

Mr. KaJdoumi, head of the Pol- 
itical Department of the PLO, arr- 
ived on Saturday and would leave 
Tuesday, he told Reuters. He gave 
no further Jetails. 


focus was likely to be Middle East 
peace prospects, though the Dec. 
27 attacks at Rome and Vienna 


airports and the subsequent 
U.S.- Libyan tensions would also 


be discussed, they said. 


and foe Soviet Union were moving ; ^ 
towards a deal, involving a role for" * 
Moscow in Middle East- peace, 
talks, restoration of dip fa natic 
relations, und a large increase: in 
emigration of Soviet Jews. All par- 


Western diplomats said rum- 
ours of the visit had been cir- 
culating for some time. Its main 


Despite dose links with some of 
his bitterest critics, the Kremlin 
has maintained its supporr for .Mr. 
Arafat, arguing repeatedly that 
the Palestinians must remain uni- 
ted in foe PLO. 

Western newspapers and dip- 
lomats have reporteJ that Israel 


ties concerned have denied 


reports. 4,. 

The diplomats said Vfr; Kad- ’ jtfic 

— : I j _i . ■ Lk "•■fc 1 


doumi had already met officials 1 
foe Soviet Foreign Minis try's. 'A.; 
Middle East Department aod was 
also due to see Karen Brutents,.a P a 
specialist on foe region ‘with the v, || 
ruling Communist Party. .V 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


nu\ it 1 fin tilth m 1.1 ntppih'ithyM/u inf- 
iintuuan lUpun nan m the ih-en \ lui 
lntennttton.il Airport td. tOSI 
nfjiw it stand J nlii.nw ht wriAf.l. 


20:15 JcJJah (RJ) 

20-MS Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21 JO ..._ Baghdad (RJ) 

22 M - Bangkok (RJ) 

23J0 Lisbon. Rio Jc Janeiro ( IA) 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


ARRIVALS 


RiXulur-lins \hipi tlochmt; at Aqabu 
port: 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Dubai. Abu Dhaln (RJ) 

Cairo (MS) 

.... Kuwait (RJ) 


Jeddah 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


Cairo 


■ Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

! Damasac (RJ) 

1 . Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Dhahran. Riyadh (SV» 

Dhahran. Kuwaji (RJ) 

- Kuwait (MJ) 

— Moscow (SU) 

Lamaci |Rjj 

.... Ha[>hifal (tA) 

— New York. Vienna (RJ) 

.... Ram. Brussels (RJ) 

Athens 1 RJ) 

.... Amsterdam. Istanbul ((■XM) 
«... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

... Rome. Damascus i[AZ) 

Zurich. Lamaca (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

- Rome (RJ) 

- Baghdad (IA) 

Baghdad (RJ) 


WEATHER 


Amman governors le 891228 

Amman civil defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irtnd . 271293. 273131 
Ovil Defence Ouweisnwfa — 770733 

Ambulance 1W. 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

Fust ail 630341 

Blood bank 778? 03 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Fofice rescue ... 192, 621 U 1.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic pofice 8963907 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water aunplahus 771125 8 
Queen Aha tat. Airport (08)53330:60 


AVfMAN: 

Dr. George Sabouri 894546 

Dr. Sa'ad Haddadin 657235 


Firas pharmacy 661912- 

A1 Salam phamucy 636730 

lk . A i .'nunc . 


Khaled Urn Al Wolxipbarniacy 674705 “ 

Yacoub pharmacy 644^*5 

Al Kawmer pharmacy 656657 


TAXIS: 

Taxlna taxi ............. 

Tamer taxi 

D»«k taxi 

Abdul Hamid taxi .... 

Raghdantaxl .......... 

AMI tax] 


..... 644660 
_.. 666417 
..... 668154 
.-..844938 

842488 

842474. 


HidU'tw supplied hy the Department of 
Matromlofty. 


HOSPITALS 


There wUJ be gradual decrease in 
temperature during (be day. bi Aqaba, 
the winds wiB be northerly moderate 
and calm sea. 


Hussein. Medical Centre .„ 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 
Akileh Maternity, J. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


6rl7 

1024 

4/18 

ii/20 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 18.6. Aqabu 1 0A; Humidity 


reading: Amman 42. Aqaba 32. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Jabal Amman Maternity — 

\trihas, J. Amman i — 

Palestine, 

ShmcLsajri Hospital 

Doiversin Hospital 

Al-Muasocr Hospital 

The Isianw. AbotiE 

Al-AWi. Abdah 

Xtafiao. AL-Muhajicen .... 

Al-Bashir. J. Ash rafieh — 

Army. Vfarka 

Queen Alia Hospital 


813813/32 
. 64428 L 6 
Amman 
. 642441/2 
...- 642362 
.... 636140 
.. 6641 71/4 
.... 669131 
845845/6*' 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775J1L-26 
891611/15 
602240/50 


IJtBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Beshrawi 
Palcsdne pharmacy 
T^eishat phar ma cy 


-..273925 

242085 

273141. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. A acra i Al Madarii 


.^.'965238' 


GENERAL , 


Jordan Tetevtskm 7731 VW19- 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Mmistry of Tourism 642311' 

Hotel complaints .... 666412 _ 

Pldsc comjdahits ...i.r 661176: . 

Telephone Information J2 . 

Jordan and Middle JFjm* fnff. --1Q 

Overseas calb J7 

-Repair service T - yj 


DEPARTURES: 


0fc3d-_ 
08.-00 
Kh20 ... 
10-J0 
11 JO .... 
11:45 .. 
12:00 
12:15 
12:15 .... 
Ii30 ... 
12:45 __ 
13^0 „ 
13: IS 
13-JO ... 
15.-00 .... 

MM 

1BJ0 ... 
19-30 .... 
19:40 .... 


— — Aqaba /RJ) 

Beirut (6BEA) 

- Cairo (MS) 


.londay rates 

Local lell/huy rates in filv 


Tripoli ( 

Athens (RJ) 

Geneva, Madrid ( RJ) 

-London (RJ) 

. Anmenlam. New York^RJ) 
— ~.... Riyadh. Dhahran (!5V) 

- — — -... Rome ( Rjj 

Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

Lamaca r’RJ) 

— .. Bucharest i^RJ) 

Kuwait f.icij 

Moscow (SU) 

Baghdadi (IA) 

Kuwait (RJ) 
_ Dhahran (RJ) 


Bahraini dinar ..... 1 975 

Dutch guilder 131.9/ 

Egyptian guinea .210 

French franc 48 J/ 

Iraqi dhur 330/ 

Japanese yen (for 100) 181.5/ 

Kuwaiti ihnar 1272/ 

Lebanese b'ra 19/ 


Omani riyal ... 

Oaturi riyal 101/ 

Saudi riyal .... .............. 101/ 

Swedish crown 48 


1065/ 1075 


Swiss franc 176A/ 177.8 


Syrian lira 25/ 28 

UAE ifirhum 1CKV 102 

U.K. sterling pound ..... 528.6/ 5325 

UA dollar 367.1/ 3702 

W. Gemun mark I48.&' 149^ 
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Arabsat 1 operational 
after successful repair 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jor Jan TLues Staff Reporter 

A vI.vlAN — Arabsat- 1 (A-l), the Arab World’s first 
satellite commnnicatioiis venture, is now “ope- 
rational, ” after successfully dealing with the tec- 
hnical difficulties which had plagued it since last 
February’s launch into orbit around the earth. Rep- 
airs to the satellite, however, have reduced its life 
span by 10 per cent, Minister of Communications 
viohieddin A1 Husseini said on Monday. 


Egyptian leaders pay tribute to 
peace efforts of Xing Hussein 


Dlffi Al (Petiay— Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh met here Moor 
day with UnitedAxab Emirates Defence Minis ter Sheikh Mioh- 
nntei^R&shiecf Al Maktoumin the presence of Jordan's general 
coo^-irt puhaf Nabil Al Talboum.Dr. Hamzeh arrived here 
fris way toMuscat at die head of a Jordanian del- 
egation tp^tend the 45th session of the executive bdreau of the 
Ai^Heafth 'Ministers Council, winch opensTnesday. Dr. Ham- 
zeh said that the execuhve bureau will, among other filings, app- 
ro ye the agenda of the council for its next session in Morocco in 
Marchr*- : ■ : T '~ ■*- "* • "• 
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AMMAN (J.r.) - .hr. Rifat 
Mahjoub, Speaker of the Egy- 
ptian Peoples Asse nhly anJ Dr. 
Subhi Abdul Haki.i, Speaker of 
the Shoura Council, each paid tri- 
bute to His .hijesty King Hus- 
sein's efforts to establish a com- 
prehensive, durable and just 
peace in the vliddle East region 
and expressed their support for 
holding an international peace 
conference. 

During meetings with Mr. 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, Speaker of Jor- 
dan's Upper House of Parliament. 
Mr. Mahjoub and Dr. Abdul 
Hakim appealed to all Arab cou- 
ntries to put their political dif- 
ferences in their proper per- 
spective so that they do not con- 
stitute an obstacle to joint Arab 
action. 


In an address to the Peoples 
Assembly, .lr. Lawzi said the 
meeting between the leaders and 
peoples of both countries have 
resulted in joint political efforts 
and bilateral 1 cooperation in .the 
political, econo, nic, scientific, cul- 
tural and developmental fieIJs. 

Speaking about the Feb. 11 
Jordanian- Palestinian accord, .lr. 
Lawzi saiJ it was concluded with 
the aLn of saving the Palestinian 
kinsmen and liberating the land 
through a special and unique rel- 
ation unifying the JorJanian and 
Palestinian peoples. 

Mr. Lawzi stressed Jordan's 
stand vis-a-vis holding an int- 
ernational peace conference to be 
attended by the United Nations 
Security Council’s five permanent 
members and all parties to the 


conflict including the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
Mr. Lawzi also paid tribute to the 
courageous stand of Iraq in def- 
ending Arab land against Iranian 
aggression, arid emphasised Jor- 
dan's efforts to achieve an end to 
the Iran -Iraq war by peaceful 
means. 

vlr. Lawzi .also .net don Jay 
with Egyptian Prune Minister Ali 
Lutfi anJ reviewed bilateral coo- 
peration in the political, eco- 
nomic, agricultural and com- 
mercial fields and co.a.nodity 
exchange between both countries. 

•fr. Lawzi said that subjects rel- 
ated to the co.iLnercial protocol 
between both countries will be 
discussed during the meeting of 
the joint Jordanian-Egyptiaa 
committee. 


AMMAN,(Petra) — Jordan wBL attend. the meetings of Arab 
sport andj'Dutfa ministers which will start in the Iraqi capital of 
T ^n l A: Minister of Youth Hisham Al Sharariand * 
Jorfan Youtfi Qr^ifisatkm Director General Mohammad Jam- - 
eel. Abu ALTayycb w^ Jordan in die meetings. 


Statute signed and temporary leaders 
selected for drug manufacturer union 


, AMMAN (Petra) — The statute 
for an Arab union of producers of 


•nwere* 
thins a rat 
e Easp. 


Iraqis retake parts of Majnoon Islands 

®e3fli :rep©rteali^ii^^ h*t.gcty- At one- ^ tr^ ^ 

3 peoti ^aboa£50QjMJffh«^^ . eriynent\tra^stBkeen'oa apoliqr year-oldwar, he said, Iranians 

1 1 m. ' unteersfor aurara^^ neighbourhood. tried “wiriiout sum tte tacus 

n die i ate v. VBut'lhe Tehran leaders have of tatted ta conaoda^ 

dat 3C; '• dor intentions, 7 ^ he aalts r in the northern^ctorof the 

3 & ]9s^ -Iangjhtrlra^ voF. said^^ftieytook us for weaklings, 1 ; 1 80-kilometre wartronL 

Tmteeis “The Iraniaits were surprised by 

V torn ajjos^^strrag* and . oar t ^ decisivc res _ 

.^ ^^mse of i^onsib&ty ponse,” srid President Hussein. 
?****• - ^ quick and successive int- 

*”»*■ erceptbn attacks pushed the 

**** ■ ...bt^.OBryfp^ggtoye * into a state ofronfosion" 


drags and medical appliances was P jinkj CAEU Secretary General 
signed here Monday at the Cou-- lah-h Al Obeidi has expressed 
[ nS of Arab Economic Unity ^ pleasure at the e^blisfrnenl 
! (CAEU). Die statute docura«s of the newuiuon.wto* completes 
were si K ne J by the authorised rep- a new circle in the circles of joint 
resentatives of Arab countries, as Arab economic action, hesaid. He 
well as representatives of the Arab- aJJed that this umww^provide, 
/Ihdtistriat- •■'JevelopiH.ent - ’Org-* .opporB^«-for£eveteping thej 
, » i-iiK ' nhq Arab driie lridustWl ' developing 

amsadon (AIJO). AraO.^' Arab skills in thi^ field, achieving- 
r.nacists unions, the Arab Corn- Arab ae ^ mall ^ oef i„ the pha- 

pany for Drug Industries and r nuceutical industries sector, as 
■ledical Appliances (ACDI.4A) well as guaranteeing a high quality 
and Arab drug-producing com- for Arab medicines 


5 r* 5 J: 

ge iuoti - ' the enemy to export oil.”' The Iraqi leader expressed gra- 

fjem.Afc = i . • He- said ihat^an’s fcfy Khaig titude to unspecified Arab states 

,-e Jenc j • ^ ' f- ; Island o& shipping terminal in the which he said had aided the Iraqi 

v ^ Thei .fbrtifcttion jtipefatioi' northeastern sector of &e Gulf war efforts with volunteers, ;nil- 
3 id \ir. I_- - ^ been^ulqect*^ itary supplies and financial ass- 

nft agT<ttecfe. -wl^-resuhed in a. istance. 

rS IJSi to press for joint stand with allies 

gjoBW® ~ suidde^'aquads. Coir Shamir, who represent opposing 

arty- ’ i • • ■ : • - - -Qadhafi was quoted as saying. “I wings in Israel's coalition gov- 

^ - -V v meant it when I said that we will eminent, joined in criticising Wes- 

p v >Ie^wn4l^vn was-busioess^ cerate on fire streets of Arne-- tern states that maintain trade and 
wilj, usim m ^TripoU _on Monday with . rica.” diplomadc ties with Libya. 

^ oo^VK^s^nitiiat L&yanswera . • CoL Oadhafi said. “We have The call for an econo.nic boy- 

• taking , :Seripusfy ; n^r& o l pos- gained a lot from these American cott came after initial threatening 
* • ■ -threats and aade the Arabs talk statements aimed at Libya that 

•- CoL-^3adh5in was relaxed -mad- about unity and made Libya the prompted speculation about a. nil- 
Msfs . lesiier of the resistance against itary response to the Ro ne aod 

Inperiafis.tr Vienna attacks. 

a JJsa J y ^iaJplaceihis . dost Arab govern. neats and The Soviet Union was reported 

— alert to con- ATabLeague have conJemne d onMonday to have co.n. nine Jits- 

l03 ^^ 'i- reports Washington was con- elf to the defence of Libya iathe 

-".“.to* ^I^thixe were npVTSible- signs iiJering .mlitaTy options a g a ins t event of a sea blockade bv the 

"" i. of troop npye. neats around mil- : _ United States. 

itary _bhirae^ : or- other ins-. q,[. Qadhafi said he had been Citin g unidentified Arab Jip- 

— -contacted by a U'S. a.abassador lomatic sources, the independent 
— - JJJJi doa dayja i^dyfo-.jats suj J they be did not name because the Uni- Kuwaiti newspaper Al'Qabas said 

- : bad t rt>lk»Jxraiy 3-sigJit unease -foj States wanted to ease tension that vfoscow has co.n.numcated 

- — ^ anJi '.iprove relations. ■ to Washington its “resolve to sup- 


- foay export Gspaax#*:; ■ • ; 

^ At : one ; «Stag£^in the fiye- 
year-old war, he sakLtte Iranians’ 
tried “without success the tactics 
of limited but concentrated ass- 
aults'* in the northern sector of the 
’ 1;1 80-kilometre waifronL 

“The Iranians were surprised by 
our prompt and decisive res- 
ponse,” said President Hussein. 
“Our quick and successive int- 
erception attacks pushed the 
enemy into a state of confusion ” 


Arab self-sufficiency in the pha- 
r nuceutical industries sector, as 
well as guaranteeing a high quality 
for Arab medicines 


Earlier press reports said that 
A-l '"has failed to function," or 
“is partially functioning," while 
another report said that “A- 1 dis- 
appeared in outerspace.” 

vlr. Husseini, in an interview 
with the Jordan Tines, denied 
press reports tfiat the system was 
lost, but indicated that A-l und- 
erwent some technical proble.ns 
which have “successfully been sor- 
ted out." 

Explai ning the reasons for the . 
reduction in A-l's life span, .lr. 
Husseini skid the manufacturer's 
lust option to adjust A-l to its 
pre-deter. nine J orbit was to fire 
its reserve and emergency dir- 
ectional rockets in order to adjust 
its position. 

Technical repairs on the A-l 
were accomplished while the sat- 
ellite remained in its orbit, but 
since the number of reserve roc- 
kets is li.nited, “the A-l’s life spun 
was reduced by 1 0 per cent," said 
.lr. Husseini. 

Jordan, he continued, was the 
first Arabsat organisation me n- 
ber to notice that it was not rec- 
eiving A-l's signals. Jordan rep- 
orted to the organisation and to 
the French Suite Aerospatiale 
Group l AG), manufacturers of 
the satellite, and after intensive 
investigations, they concluded 
that A-l was not adjusted to its 
proper geostatic angle. AG att- 
empted to remedy the failure thr- 
ough a special Jevice, the gearbox, 
in order to shift the satellite to a 
specific angle fro a which it can 
receive sun rays to recharge its 
batteries, and at the sa ne time, 
transmit its signals clearly. Finally 
its geostatic angle was a i juste d by 
Bring the reserve an J e nergeac’y 
directional rockets. 

Mr. Husseini said that A-l. a 
second satellite which was put into 
orbh on June Z5,1985, “is wor- 
- king perfectly” and that. AG. sent 
■; A-2's gearbox to its original mak- 
ers, fhe U.S. Hughes Aircraft 
company for modifications in 
order to minimise the chances of 
any technical failures similar to 
the A-l's one. 



•lohieildin Al Husseini 
“Both satellites are now ope- 
rational in their orbits," and six 
out of the 22 Arabsat members 
are receiving information from 
A-l and A-2, »lr. Husseini saiJ. 
Arabsat members with ope- 
rational ground receiving stations 
are Jordan, Tunisia, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia. Bahrain and Dji- 
bouti. 

A report carried by the 
Kuwaiti-based newspaper Al Ra’i 
AJ Aa.n earlier said that the Ara- 
bsat- organisation requested the 
Saudi-based Red Sea Insurance 
Co.npany, which assumed res- 
ponsibility for A-l’s insurance 
policy on June 10. to pay file org- 
anisation S25 .nil lion for A-l’s 
technical failures and operational 
losses. 

Co. a.nentme on this report, .lr. 
Husseini said that it was the org- 
anisation's right to request com- 
pensation under the terns of the 
policy, especially that “A-l’s life 
span has been reduced." He did 
not co.n.nent on whether the org- 
anisation successfully pressed its 
claims, but said “There are arg- 
u neats and stands vis-a-vis the 
fo.lding. but eventually we shall 
get our. rights." •_ . 

' Another earlier report, carried 
by the Saudi-based daily Al Sharq 
Al Awsat. said that Dr. Ali Al 
.-lashat. the Iraqi director-general 
of the Arabsat project, was fired 
by a co.n.nitree of six Arab com- 


munication ministers who met in 
Riyadh last month. 

The newspaper said that Dr. 
..fas hat was sacked for “financifR. 
administrative and technical ine- 
fficiencies”' while another report 
from Al Rai' Al Aa.n saiJ that Dr. 
4ashat has been accuse J of a sca- 
ndal over A-l's financing and the 
projects' services. 

dr. Husseini dis.nissed these 
reports and said that Dr. Mas hat 
was ousted for “.nis.nanage.nent 
and other reasons which had not- 
hing to do with any financial emb- 
ezzle. nent. He simply could not 
organise any financial adm- 
inistration for the project alt- 
hough he had bee.i in office for the 
past six years.” 

■fr. Husseini recently nom- 
inated SauJi Prince Sultan Ib.i 
Sal. nan as Jr. .Lis hat's pre- 
decessor. 

“Prince Sultan is a well- 
experienced nan. who has a uni- 
versity degree in .lass Com- 
munication. who is a nilitary pilot 
and who was the first ever Arab 
astronaut to travel with the U.S. 
space shuttle discovery last July," 
said .dr. Husseini in support of his 
□o.ninatioa. 

Ihe .ninister indicated that the 
majority of the 22-member Arab 
countries support the no.ninatioa. 

Elaborating on Arabsat' s pre- 
parations for further difficulties, 
with either A-l or A-2, -lr. Hus- 
seini said “tbere is a third satellite 
ready to be launched if need ari- 
ses” and added that international 
satellite services are always ava- 
ilable if any com nunication pro- 
blems arise. 

A Reuter report from Paris 
quoted an AG spo.veswo.nan as 
saying that “A-l is partially fun- 
ctioning but is li aiteJ by a sho- 
rtage of ground stations to receive 
the sate Hite's signal.” She said that 
15 of the 22 Arab countries in the 
Arabsat group were miking use of 
A-l and A-2. She added that the 
satellites had so far been used 
nainly for so.ne television exc- 
hanges in the region, well below 
their foil capabilities. 

.lr. Husseini expressed hope 
that Jordan soon would be linked 
with the 22 Arabsat members 
after the rest of the Arabsat mem- 
bers have completed building gro- 
und stations to receive the sat- 
ellite's signals. 

Evaluating the Arabsat effort, 
he said: "It is a huge and very 
important project for^ a vital com- 
munication need. Despite so.ne of 
the technical proble.ns with A-l. 
any project as huge as this is apt to 
face some probte ns." he said. 


Crown Prince to patronise 
seminar on Israeli affairs 
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Shamir, who represent opposihg 
wings in Israel's coalition gov- 
ernment, joined in criticising Wes- 
tern states that maintain trade and 
diplomatic ties with Libya. 

The call for an econo.nic boy- 
cott came after initial threatening 
statements aimed at Libya that 
proinpted speculation about a .nii- 
itary response to the Rome aod 
Vienna attacks. 

The Soviet Union was reported 
on Monday to have comnitted its- 
elf to the defence of Libya in, the 
event of a sea blockade by the 
United States. 

Citing unidentified Arab dip- 
lomatic sources, the independent 
Kuwaiti newspaper Al Qabas said 
that vfoscow has co.nmunicated 
to Washington its ” resolve to sup- 


AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan will pat- 
ronise a three-day seminar on Isr- 
ael and the Israeli-U.S. relations 
which opens at Yannouk Uni- 
versity Liaison Office on Sunday. 

At the seminar, organised by 
the Institute for Hebraic Studies, 
renowned Arab and American 
personalities will discuss Israel’s 
national, Arab and in te irrational 
policies; Israel and South Africa; 
Zionism and Jews; Israel's public 
opinion vis-a-vis the Palestine 
question; the future of Israeli- 
A.nerican relations; Israel's eco- 
nomy; anJ Israel* s settlement pol- 
icy in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 


Taking part in the seminars dis- 
cussions will be Arab League 
permanent representative to the 
U.N. Clovis Maqsoud, former 
UJ3. Senator James Abu Rizik. 
Arab Thought Forum Secretary 
General SaaJ Ed din Ibrahim, 
former minister of information 
Laila Sharaf, Minister of Occ- 
upied Territories Affairs Taher 
Kan an. director of the Universify 
of Jordan Centre for Strategic 
Studies Dr. Adnan AJ Bakhit, Mr. 
Ali Ghandour, president and cha- 
irman of the board of Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline, .Minister 
of Court Adnan Abu OJ eh, and 
former .Minister of TraJe JawaJ 
Al AnanL 


Communiques issued regarding use of 
official cars, gas and tobacco prices 


WFP provides continuing 
aid to Jordan’s highlands 


9& 


no sagn Qr.tr<^pso_a;me sueei, ao orte J oa ,fo n Jay, .j 
pan^ .ancimp jM^>Ci^iaiiges in,. ^ .-1116 reference was m the com-. 

plefo Arabic text of re.narks .na Je ; 
- Lie said the fodhe |jy (Qq]_ Qadhafi on Sunday. This 


la his interview on Sunday, Col. - . port Libya!" 

Qa Jhafi also referred Mr. Reagan . It sai j ^ ^ soviet leadership 
as a.i -‘Israeli Jog," the official ^ to [j Washington that Soviet 
Libyan news agency, JANA, rep- . inerchant ships would continue to 


He said the ^m^jpBqd.. tbihe 

estimated _L5(X) ^J!S. atfeens res- specific reference was not- inc- ■ ^ 'loscow. a soviet gov- 

idiiigm LAyatrtfo*a^jearto have . -fojed in a French language text ero.nent spokesman said that 
^disre^3^;J?rewte^ -released earlier by JANA. • Moscow hoped the Umted States 

dfrec^toTeaveMfoyar ■ The Arab text as reported by would not attack Libya but it app- 

■ no^^»ericans'J«^- jANA said: eared that Washington wanted to 

viag. They, are on. "gbod money . >• Reagan discredited : America puoiish the country to demonstrate 

h^ antf there is np gvkiezice that because be became an Israeli dog, utilitary might. 

thwmre^atT»raonal -risk." : , and. it is not good forthe president Fore^ Minfetiy spokesman 

-Col.^ Qafcfoafi &£ ^Siin^ ref-' Vladimir lomeiko told a news 

.erried to U^. dtiz«is in Libya as . what happened at the Rome . conference that U.S. statemems of 

guests and saad th^j^d come k against Isr- . pqss^ raititaw action agarnst 

to' no hann. ' 1 " '' ael: Why did the Americans int- “ty 3 were typical of a new U.S. 

-,Goi;'Q«fi»fi deqted "he had irffere to threaten us? “meriahsm."' 

raovfocd bases for extremist lea- 1.^ Reag^ consider himself ‘ We express the bopethattfaere 

--an’I^do^TlibBnotBtxxJfor win «>t be any aggression alt- 
maste foe AnS people and the Acre are very many fac?s 

con^.titea^assanhsl^ Amfftom^sideot. for Israel has : ^tn^cate it is coming to tins, 
hani^ theWestimancause. many dpgsJe^.tfeati Reagan.”" D 

rColi. Qadhafi wanwdrf attacks isidi leaders contended on . .<fechoslovak and Pohsh off- 

Mcfflday that Libya' had given SI ^ 

biflion is o3 mbttey to extremist Ji^n^^Ioiteigtfaeattacksm 
fof^att^bRfflK ffid.^e- ^ “J called in Eur^e to .. V*™ “* Ro ? n " 35 a 

i The papers said Wanton 

“ Prime Minister Shimon Peres ^, USI °§ ^ 


' ■ "TbePe are no^ ^S«ricans'J^- 
viag. are.orr- g^d money 
here ahd focre is npevklezicethat 
thev are at oetsonal -risk." - 


sail to Libyan ports with warship 
escorts in the event of a sea blo- 
ckade by the United States. 

In vfoscow. a Soviet gov- 
ernment spokesman said that 
. doscow hoped the United States 
would not attack Libya but it app- 
eared that Washington wanted to 
punish foe country to demonstrate 
US. military might. 

Foreign ■ Ministry spokesman 
Vladimir Lomeiko told a news 
conference that US. statements of 




harmed the Palestinian cause. . 
-CoLQadbkfi warne 4 <rf attacks 


forthe apacisai Rmne sod Vk- 

mill; J.'.- - - - 


Libya were typical of a new U.S. 
“imperialism."' 

• “We express the hope that there 
will hot be hoy aggression, alt- 
hough there are very many facts 
that indicate it is coming to this " 
Lomeiko said. 

Czechoslovak and Polish. off- 
icial' newspapers accused Was- 
hington of exploitmg foe attacks in 
Vienna and Rome as a pretext 
to assault ^bya. 

The papers said Washington 
was using the occasion to stir up 


>... r-Tf: y .. \fi - : i.z . . ; 

.-■'-fr ‘ 


“ tension “ the region. 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The recently signed 
agreement between the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the World 
Food Progam me (WFP) on dev- 
eloping the high regions of Jordan 
over the coming five years took 
effect as of Jan. 1, according to a 
ministry spokesman. 

Under foe agreement signed 
last Tuesday, the WFP will partly 
finance phase four of the project, 
which is designed to improve and 
develop 100,000 dunums of hig h 
and hilly land owned by smal l far- 
mers by planting fruit trees. 

The 1986-1990 project also 
entails planting fruit trees on ano- 
ther 100,000 dunums owned by 
foe government 
The project is expected to be 
oompletedata cost of $52 million, 
out of which S17.5 million will be 
paid by foe WFP. 

After foe agreement was signed 
by Minister of Agriculture Ahmad 
Dakhqan and the WFPs rep- 
resentative in Jordan Adnan 
Raouf, a meeting was held at the 
iimistry during which Mr. Dak- 
hqan finalised draft legislation 
covering phase four of the project 
According to project manager 
Mr. Ahmad Al Rimawi, the min- 
istry already started receiving app- 
lications from local farmers who 
wsh to benefit from the project 
Ihe Ministry of Agriculture, in 


cooperation with WFP, had ear- 
lier completed the third phase of 
foe project to develop high reg- 
ions in Jonian between 1983 and 
1985 at a cost of 536 million, to 
which WFP contributed Si 3 .nil- 
lk)Q. 

Mr. Rimawi told the Jordan 
Times that foe third phase of foe 
project entailed foe reclamation 
of 75.000 dunams of land and pla- 
nting them with fruit trees, and 
another 48, (XX) dunums planted 
with forest trees in different areas 
of the Kingdom, and that a total of 
3,000 farmers benefited from 
phase three of the project 

As part of the 1986-1990 pro- 
ject the. Agricultural Credit Cor- 
poration (ACC) signed an agr- 
eement with the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture under which the ACC will 
assist farmers involved in the 
phase four project through soft 
loans with a low interest rate. 

Under foe agreement, the ACC 
will grant loans to fanners for a 
period of eight to 15 years, at an 
annual 6 per cent interest rate. 
Farmers who grow grape trees wfll 
be given a grace period of three 
years, whereas fruit anti olive tree 
growers are granted a six year 
grace period on their loans. 

The corporation will also assist 
the benefiriariesthroughfoegra- 
otingof loans to help braid needed 
retaining walls, fences, digging 
weik and protecting cultivated 
lands with barbed wire. „ 


A A ,1AN (Petra) — An official 
co. nmuniq ue issued by Pri ne 
Minister Zaid Al Rifai Monday 
reaffirmed foe need for foe fir .1 
application of regulations con- 
cerning the use of official cars. The 
co o-nunique said that many vio- 
lations of these regulations are still 
being reported in spite of earlier 
warnings. 

The communique reaffir .ieJ 
foe need for all concerned aut- 
horities such as foe Central AuJit 
Bureau and public security off- 
icers to see to it that no such vio- 
lations go unpunished anJ to 
apnly foe regulations strictly con- 
cerning the use of official vehicles. 

According to the communique, 
public security JeparLnents are 
authorised to impound all vehicles 
found in violation of the law if the 
licence plate numbers exceed the 
figure 1 ,033 an J to report foe mat- 
ter to the 'Pri ae .Ministry if the 
licence plate number is less than 
1 ,000. The audit bureau will see to 
it that foe regulations are i np- 
le.nented and government dep- 
art nents wfll have to take app- 
ropriate disciplinary measures 
against civil servants violating foe 
regulations, with reports of these 
violations to be sub.nitted to the 
prime minister. 

Another communique issued 
late Sunday following a meeting of 
foe national Financial, Economic 
and Planning Committee said that 
the committee reviewed the gen- 
eral conditions of tobacco farmers 
in Jordan and decided to adjust 
tobaoco prices for 1985 according 
to the following criteria: 

A kilogramme of foe highest 


quality tobacco will be sold for 80 
fils, foe secoad for 60 fils, foe third 
for 53 fils and foe fourth for 30 fils 
a kilo, with additional funds to 
be paiJ fro o the special fund set 
up earlier to subsidise tobacco pri- 
ces and support farmers. 

A decision was also taken to sei 
up a co n.nittee of representatives 
of the ninistries of industry, fin- 
ance. an d custo .is to organise the 
cul tivation of tobacco for the co n- 
i.is season, fhe financial planning 
co n nittee also heard a report 
fro n the president of the Batumi 


Resources Authority (NRA) on 
negotiations held in China on the 

S rospect of that country helping 
ordan exploit its oil shale, and 
entrusted the ministers of energy 
and mineral resources anJ pla- 
nning to fouow up this subject and 
to give it top priority. 

Hie co n nittee also endorsed a 
.utiona. policy for importing 
crude oif in 19S j and had a le.i- 
jthy liscussion about the coa- 
lition of Jistrbutors of liuume 
-ta*. cyii.i Jers in v -iou> reck* of 
the cou.ifr/. 


U.S. Congressmen arrive in 
Amm an on separate visits 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN —A two-member U.S. 
congressional delegation met 
Monday with Acting rore^n Min- 
ister Hazem Nuseibah and dis- 
cussed with him “the recent dev- 
elopments in the Middle East," 
the Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra said. 

Dr. Nuseibah stressed at the 
meeting “the necessity of con-- 
vening an international con- - 
ference to achieve peace” in the 
region, to be attended by all par- - 
ties involved and foe -five per-- 
manent members at the United 
Nations Security Council. 

Ronald Marlene, a Republican 
from Montana and Hal Daub, a 
Republican from Nebraska, arr- 
ived here Sunday at tire invitation 


of the World Affaire Council 
(WAC). The two congressmen, 
accompanied by their aides., are 
scheduled to visit the Israeli-- 
occupied West Bank and meet 
with Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
foe Speaker and members of the 
Lower House of Parliament and 
other Jordanian officials. 

Another U.S. Congressman, 
Robert Torricelli, arrived sep- 
arately on Sunday and was rec- 
eived Monday by Armed Forces 
Commander-m-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

Mr. Torricelli, a Democrat from 
New Jersey is a member of the 
Foreign Affairs sub-committee mi 
the Middle East. It was not imm- 
ediately known whether any of the 
congressmen will have an aud- 
ience with His Majesty King Hus- 


JD 1 million of narcotics incinerated at JCF 


FUHEIS (Petra) — JD one , nil- 
lion worth of narcotics were des- 
troyed on Monday at the kilns of 
the Jordan Cement Factories 
(JCF) under foe supervision of a 
specialised committee rep- 
resenting the Ministry of Health, 
foe Customs Deportment, foe 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) and the Military Court. 

The destroyed narcotics inc- 
luded 137 kilogrammes of has- 
hish, one kflo of heroin. 43 gra- 
mmes of hashish oil, thousands of 
ca ptngnn pills, and other drugs 
and needles'vhich bad been con- 


fiscated in different cases. 

The Anti Narcotic and Forgery 
Department (A. MFD) is playing a 
major role in countering drug tra- 
fficking at the local, regional, and 
international levels, according to 
Colonel Hisham Qaisi, director 
general of the ANFD. 

Col. Qaisi said on Monday that 
his department confiscated in 
1985 some one million captagon 
tablet, six kilogrammes of heroin, 
416 kilogrammes of hashish and 
other quantities of opium. These 
narcotics were valued at app- 


roxLnately JD two aillion. Col. 
Qaisi told the Jordanian -lews 
Agency on .Ion Jay. 

He said 461 drug smugglers, 
brokers and addicts were arrested 
in 1985, 60 per cent of whom are 
non- Jordanians. Vehicles and 
other facilities used in narcotics 
smuggling and trafficking have 
also been confiscated. Col. Qaisi 
added. 

According to the ANFD dir- 
ector general, Jordan is not con- 
sidered a narcotics consuming, 
producing nor exporting country. 
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BefeMd Ainerica’s stalling 


CONVENTION AL wisdom among pro-Western Arabs and pro- Arab 
Westerners has it that the first year of a* re-elected ;U.S. president is 
the one when it is most realistic to hope for an American peace 
initiative. That wisdom is based on a number of assumptions: 

1. A serious peace initiative, even if objectively in Israel's interest, 
must involve pressure on Israel to make concessions, which will be 
resisted. 

2. The U.S. has sufficient ‘'leverage” over Israel to overcome such 
resistance, if it is prepared to apply pressure firmly and singte- 
mmdedty. 

3. Key Arab parties, including the PLO, will be willing to recognise 
Israel and enter negotiations with h once it is dear that Amenta is 
determined to obtain the necessary concessions from it. 

4. America's national interest, dearly understood by all U.S. dip- 
lomats, and by every U.S. president once be has been in office fora 
few months, is to pursue a peace process of this type. 

5. The main fact-. - inhibiting successive ad m inistr a tions from taking 
Eton* course is Israeli influence wi thin the U.S. political system. 

6. That influence depends on ignorance of the realities of the Middle 
East, which is greater among ordinary voters than it is among 
politicians who hold or have held office. Therefore it is strongest in 
the run-up to an election and weakest when the next election is far 
off, especially when the president himself cannot expect to be 
re-elected in any case. 

Opportunities to test the hypothesis are rare, because since Israel 
came into existence (and since die constitutional amendment barring a 
third consecutive presidential term came into force) only three pre- 
sidents have won a second term in their own right and thereby became 
non-reeligible: Eisenhower. Nixon and Reagan. Eisenhpwer, whose 
record is often adduced in support of assumption (2), did indeed show 
great firmness in dealing with Israel, hot no less so in his first term 
than m his second, and most spectacularly in the very week before his 
re-election. 

Nixon did show a more active, and more balanced, interest in the 
Middle East in the first year of his second term. It was this fact that 
gave rise to the conventional wisdom, and coastinnes the only ver- 
ification of it to date. In retrospect, however, the change in American 
policy in 1973 seems to have had less to do with the American political 
cycle than with objective factors affectbig U.S. interests. America had 
for the first time become significantly dependent on Arab oO. King 
Faisal himself publicly served notice (after innumerable private war- 
nings) that foe Arabs w ould be forced to exploit this fact if America did 


not take steps to end the Israeu occupation of Arab land. At the same 
time the (J.S. had quit Indochina ami improved retations-«tJh China 


and the USSR, leaving it free to take a more active role in the Middle 
East. 

These are sufficient explanations for the more sympathetic sta- 
tements about Arab grievances which. Nixon and Kissinger began to 
make in the summer and fall of 1973. It took the October war with the 
OAFEC production cuts, leading to the OPEC price hike, to propel 
them into positive action: then, not only was the American economy 
suffering direct damage, but also Israel's survival had been assured 
only by an emergency U.S. airlift, and the war had triggered a 
superpower confrontation in the Middle East. These were optimum 
conditions for the exercise of U.S. leverage over Israel, and had 
nothing to do with the U>$. electoral calendar. 

What the conventional wisdom foils to take into account is that a 
great power's foreign policy — especially if it is a democracy — is 
influenced much more by the perceived urgency of a regional problem 
than by long-term calculations of national interest which are at best 
uncertain. The .Middle East was forced on America's attention in 
1973, and Nixon and Kissinger then tried to deal with it in (he context 
of their mam global design, which was detente. Generally an adm- 
inistration can have a long-term policy of historic pretensions on only 
one issue at a time. The Middle East was lucky (or unlucky) to be 
chosen for that role by Jimmy Carter. For Reagan the role is taken by 
the effort to restore American strategic superiority, and specifically 
by the Strategic Defence Initiative. The Middle East was forced on 
Reagan's attention only briefly, in 1982. by Israel's own goal in 
Lebanon. Arab disunity and the state of the oil market have made K 
easy for biutV, ignore the region in tV first year of his second term, 
and there is no sign that that is about to change — Middle East 
International. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i : Arab unity worries Israel 


FORMER ISRAELI army chief of staff Raphael Stan has expressed concern 
over Jordan ian-Syrian rapprochement and said that it indicates danger for the 
Zionist state . This statement does not only reflect concern and worry in Israel, 
but also a Zionist Ium for maintaining hegemony over a weak and divided 
Arab nation. Israel is keen on adopting all possible measures for keeping the 
Arabs divided and weak. and incapable of defending their rights or protecting 
their own interests. Therefore, any rapprochement among Arab states is 


feared by Tel Aviv because it is bound to bolster Arab defences in the face of 
Israeli threats. Build mu a strong Arab entity socially. culmraUv and ea> 


Israeli threats. Building a strong Arab entity- socially, culturally and eco- 
nomically is bound to form a strong and solid wall in the face' of Israel" s 
expansionist designs, and thwart its attempts to dominate the Arab region. It 
is only logical for the .Arabs to resort to strengthening their defences and 
unifying their ranks since it is the only way for confronting the common 
enemy's plots. 


A l Dus tour: Putting an end to the Gulf war 


ISLAMIC FOREIGN minsters open a meeting in Rabat Monday to discuss 
the Gulf W3r among other important things. In fact this conflict has con- 
stituted a challenge to the Islamic world whose mediation over the past five 
years to end the war has resulted in failure. Therefore, we expect this issue to 
dominate the five-day meeting which is regarded as a forum for finding 
solutions for issues irking the Arab and Islamic worlds. We do not minimise 
the other issues on the agenda, which are of concern to Arabs and Muslims 
everywhere, but we consider the Gulf war as a major problem requiring 
priority over others because this war had continuously contributed to a 
weakening of the Arab and Islamic states and has been adversely affec ting 
their interests. Stopping this war means an end to the sapping of Arab and 
Islamic power and resources and a beginning of constructive steps for solving 
the other important issues like the Israeli occupation of Arab and holy places 
in Palestine. 


Sawt A l Shaab : New Lebanese era 


FOLLOWING VISITS to Damascus by Lebanese President Gemayei and 
former president Frai^iyeh a new hope has emerged for ending the avil war in 
Lebanon- The agreement reached in Damascus demonstrates the fact t£at a 
solution for Arab problems can come from the .Arabs themselves if they are 
sincere in their intentions and objectives. Ail the other European and int- 
ernational initiatives have failed because they did not aim at finding a per- 
manent solution tLr febssese problem and were not acceptable by 
Damascus or the warring groups in Lebanon. The Lebanese have discovered 
they possess the will and tiie means of reaching solutions for their problems. 
They first realised this fact when they offered sacrifice and martyrs who fell to 
rid the country from Israeli occupation and foreign presence in their country. 


Palestinians and the challenge of non- violent 


a ■ $ 


By Frank Collins 


Non-violent struggle in the 
Is racli- Palestinian conflict has 1 
become relevant because it offers 
to die Palestinians easily seen 
advantages over continuing vio- 
lence. Aimed action at this point is 
counter-productive because it 
undenniaes die chief thesis being 
advanced by the Palestinians — 
that they are prepared to live in 
peace side-by-side with Israel in a 
new state of Palestine- 
Some Palestinians are beg- 
inning to perceive that exclusive 
reliance on aon-violence coaid be 
advantageous to diem; the con- 
cept has even begun to attract the 
interest and support of some PLO 
leaders both in the Arafat wing 
and in the dissident factions based 
in D amas cus. However, official 
statements and actions are con- 
tinuing to stress armed struggle, 
and in the organisation's current 
debilitated and divided state any' 
move toward non-violence would 
face formidable obstacles. Yet the 
idea that Palestinians should res- 
ort to tactical non-violence in their 
struggle with Israel makes sense. 
It would electrify the world and 
make a shambles of the Israeli 
proposition that die Palestinians 


are mere terrorists, without a leg- 
itimate national cause, and that 
the PLO ought to be eliminated. 
The difficulties attending a pur- 
ely diplomatic approach are und- 
erlined by the fact that every ass- 
essment of public opinion in Israel 
indicates that there is no con- 
sensus for yielding even one squ- 
are centimetre of tire territory of 
the West Bank and Gaza. Thus, 
except for public relations pur- 
poses, Israel has no motive to eng- 
age in real negotiations as they 
would expose Israel's complete 
intransigence. The current int- 
ernational dialogue leads one to 
conclude that the Israelis are int- 


re ac hed. 


e rested only in peace negotiations 
from which the PLO would be exc- 


from which the PLO would be exc- 
luded so that there would be a Pal- 
estinian capitulation on the issue 
of the West Bank and Gaza. 

If a truly durable settlement is 
to be arrived at, the agreement 
must hot be a surrender fait should 
reflect a compromise between the 
interests of both parties. How- 
ever, only a surrender is likely 
with the existing balance of forces 
— military, political, social and 
economic. These must be shifted 
in a way that is more consistent 
with the justice of the Palestinian 
cause, if any compromise is to be 


How then could a strategy of 
non-violence bring about any 
meaningful shift in the balance of 
forces? The answer certainly does 
not lie in the exclusive reliance on 
diplomacy, with the Palestinian 
people remaining passive. Rather 
it alls for a massive renewal of the 
struggle in the occupied ter- 
ritories. If this is attempted by esc- 
alated violence, it would play into 
Israeli hands, giving than add- 
itional ammunition to brand die 
PLO as simply a terrorist org- 
anisation. by complete 

reliance on non-violence, the str- 
uggle can be recast into a radically 
different form. This would mean 
continuing with the already tested 
forms of non-vjoleat resistance, 
supplemented by new ami ima- 
ginative non-violent techniques, 
and the halting of all operations 
designed to inflict death and inj- 
ury. Popular resistance would 
have to rise to new heights to 
make the territories virtually ung- 
overnable by the occupation aut- 
horities in order to swing the bal- 
ance of forces significantly tow- 
ards the Palestinian side. 


war. Non-violence does not mean 
passivity but a straggle by all met- 
hods, excluding bodily harm. 
Understandably, people in any 
resistance movement feel more 
secure fighting with weapons in 
their hands, but this is exactly the 
kind of resistance that the Israeli 
forces are prepared to fight. They 
are not prepared to deal with the 
inte rnatio nal repercussions of a 
Palestinian recourse to non- 
violent methods of struggle where 
all the violence would come from 
the Israeli side. 


Non-violent struggle under 
these conditions would still be 


The costs of non-violent str- 
nggle are likely to be high in terms 
of fives lost and of people lan- 
guishing in prisons. As Dr. Mub- 
arak A wad. director of the Pal- 
estinian Centre for the study of 
non-violence in Jerusalem, has 
pointed out: 

* w 

First, non-violent struggle is a 
total and serious struggle, nothing 
short of real war. There is no ass- 
urance that die enemy will be 
non-violent. On the contrary, 
there are great sacrifices that we 
should expect in the non-violent' 
struggle. Martyrs and wounded 
will fall, and Palestinians will suf- 
fer personal losses in terms of their 
interests, jobs and possessions. 


For non-violent struggle to suc- 
ceed, the cause must be just, to 
whole rationale is to gain public 
sympathy and support by dem- 
onstrating total commitment to 
the bravely withstanding 

the worst that the enemy can inf- 
lict, as. did Gandhi's followers in. 
his well-known Salt March. Dou- 
bts about the legitimacy and jus- 
tice of the cause quickly erode 
the public support that the non- 
violent demonstrators are see- 
king. 

The use of violence and ter- 
rorism by the PLO arose out of the 
hatred generated by the terrorist 
activities of the Israelis in 1948 
which resulted in nearly 900,000 
Palestinians being driven out of 
that part of Palestine that became 
Israel. ("Hie improbable story that 
the Palestinians left their homes 
and possessions in 1948 under 
orders from Arab leaders has been 
pretty well debunked by this time, 
although some Americans still 
seem to believe it.) Many more 
were driven from their homes in 
the West Bank and Gaza in 1 967, 
providing more fuel for the vio- 
leocex>f tire newly formed PLO. 


PLO is the implementation of the 
new “iron fist" policy by Israel in 
the West Bank and Gaza in the . 
Asst few months. Reservisfain the 
occupation forces are being rep- 
laced by career arary personnel 
who are imposing southern - 
Lebanon-styie repression, mass 
physical mistreatment and hum- 
iliation. Predictably, the Pair 
estinians are responding with 
growing violence. 

One leading PLO official has ■; 
said that while non-Vfolent str- 
uggle might be the correct pajth to 
follow, he hoped that die dif- 
ficulties of putting it into practice 
were appreciated. This indeed is 
the supreme chaflange: to -turd 
growing violence into a c amp a ig n 
of non-violent struggle. If the Pal : 
estinians lave the sense and gen- 
ius to do just this, they would not 
only win the plaudits of most of 
the world but almost certainly: 
speed the winning of their cause — ■ 

self-determination and a Pal- 
estinian state — Middle East Int- 
ernational. 


Weighing against the adoption 
of a non-violence strategy by the 


Frank Collins is a freelance writer, 
based in Washington, DC, who has -: r 
a special interest in the Middle 
East. ' 


There is no way 
around the PLO 


By Maher Abukhater 


One thing Israel, the United Sta- 
tes and Western Europe seem 
unable to understand regarding 
the Middle East conflict is that the 
PLO is an integral part of the Pal- 
estinian people. Israel and the 
U.S., and to a certain extent Wes- 
tern Europe, are currently leading 
a campaign to discredit the PLO, 
hoping to undermine its role in 
determining the future of the Pal- 
estinian people. At the same time, 
both governments are vigorously 
talking about “Palestinian" par- 
ticipation in possible future talks. 
The “Palestinians" these two cou- 
ntries are talking about are West 
Bank and Gaza Palestinians they 
wfll approve of. 

While the West Bank and Gaza 
Palestinians have the right to be 
involved in any peace talks, they 
nevertheless remain only one- 
fourth of the total Palestinian 
population. The other three - 
fourths live in the diaspora. For 
this reason, a negotiating Arab 
team including Palestinians from 
the West Bank and Gaza only 
cannot be truly representative of 
the Palestinian people. 

This, however, is not the issue. 
What governments opposed to 
PLO participation in peace talks 
should know is that no sound per- 
son in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank or Gaza wfll be taking part in 
any talks that the PLO leadership 
does not approve of. This is not 
because the PLO “intimidates" 
people herd, as Israeli pro- 
pagandists claim; it simply means 


ended should form its power base 
in the villages where more than 60 
per cent of the Palestinians live or 
hafl from. This experi m ent, which 
was initiated in the early 1980s, 


proved to be a major failure in 
Israeli policy in the occupied ter- 


that the PLO is recognised by a 
very large percentage of the Pal- 


very large percentage of the Pal- 
estinian people as their rep- 
resentative and the only party ent- 
itled to make decisions on their 
behalf. The PLO, in all its ins- 
titutions. is the only independent 
and organised body through which 
the Palestinians can transmit their 
thoughts, dreams and aspirations. 
As any legitimate government, the 
PLO survives as long as the Pal- 
estinian masses wish it to. This 
privilege was granted to the PLO 
years ago. making it one of the 
most popular revolutionary mov- 
ements in the world. 

The legitimacy and popularity 
of the PUP has been proven more 
than once. The simple fact that the 
PLO’s popular base is stronger in 
the refugee camps gives it the leg- 
itimacy it requires considering 
that the camps house dose to two 
million refugees. The PLO's mil- 
itary force has come mainly from 
the refugee camps and their bases 
built in the camps outside the occ- 
upied territories. 

Further proof can be seen in 
past Israeli attempts to create an 
organised West Bank and Gaza 
group capable of speaking on beh- 
alf of the Palestinian people. One 
such group was the so-called “Vil- 
lage League", which it was int- 


Israeli policy in the occupied ter- 
ritories. No decent Palestinian 
joined the League or even wanted 
his name associated with it. Most 
of those who joined it were losers 
and castouts. criminals and sel- 
louts. The rest of the Palestinian 
population strongly' opposed it 
and expressed their unyielding 
support for the PLO. 

When Palestinians in the occ- 
upied territories were given the 
rare opportunity to cast a vote in 
mayoral races in 1976, blocs 
which ran on tickets openly sup- 
porting the PLO political line won 
an overwhelming majority. The 
only way Israel was able to undo 
the PLO's victory was to dismiss 
the mayors in 1982 and to ban any 
farther elections in the West 
Bank. Israel's ban on new ele- 
ctions was a result of clear worry 
that its contention that West Bank 
and Gnza Palestinians do not sup- 
port the PLO would be a proven 
fallary. 

The Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and the diaspora have 
sacrificed a great deal to get the 
PLO to its present level. Many 
have spent years in prison or lost a 
loved one in the long fight to pre- 
serve foe PLO as the Palestinians' 
only representative. Even the int- 
ernal disagreements between Pal- 
estinian factions were the result of 
deep concern over the future role 
of the PLO. These disagreements, 
which at times reached the point 
of armed clashes, were not waged 
to destroy the PLO bat to make 
sure that it would continuA to fun- 
ction in the interest of the Pal- 
estinian masses. 

The West Bank and Gaza have 
credible Palestinians who can act 
on behalf of the people. And Isr- 
ael, the U.S. and other gov- 
ernments may agree to these Pal- 
estinians as members of a joint 
Arab or Palestinian-Jordanian 
team taking part in peace neg- 
otiations. But one thin g is certain 
and that is unless the PLO gives 
the green light to these people to 
play such a role they will never do 
so. The reason is simple: these 
pessible negotiators wfll need the 
backing of an established body if 
they are to cany any weight in the 
negotiations. And that established 
body cannot be other than the 
PLO. 

Experience has taught the Pal- 
estinians that Israel wil] employ all 
its skills to gain as much as pos- 
sible from negotiations, whfle for- 
cing the other parties to concede 
on every point. Only the PLO can 
act on an equal footing with the 
Israeli team if the negotiations are 
to be balanced _ \cjjie East 
International. 


OIC ministers meet in Fez 


(Con tamed from page 1) 
membership, ihe sources said. 

They added that Asian del- 
egations would try to persuade the 
foreign ministers to 3dopt aa 
even- ban c*J approach towards 
the Gulf war and “avoid pushing 
Iran into a corner" where rt would 
be forced to be intransigent. 

They said mediation efforts so 
far had failed mainly because they 
were perceived by Tehran as wei- 
ghted in favour of Iraq, which is 
supported by most Arab members 
of the OIC. 

The conference is expected to 
endorse a joint Islamic stand in 
support of Libya, conference sou- 
rces quoted by the AP said. 

Libya, which received solid 
backing from the Arab League 
Saturday, plans to seek further 
support from the entire Islamic 
community here. 


The United States and Israel 
have accused the Libyans of bac- 
king the gunmen who staged att- 
acks at the Rome and Vienna air- 
ports on Dec. 27 leaving 19 dead 
and about 120 wounded. 

The Arab League reiterated its 
condemnation ot all terrorism and 
threw its support behind Tripoli in 
the case of any outside aggression. 

Other oonflicts cm the menu for 
the ministers here include Afg- 
hanistan. The .Afghan resistance 
movement is seeking the OIC seat 
left vacant when the organisation 
excluded foe Kabul government 
after the 1979 Soviet intervention. 

The conference also wil] discuss 
the situation in the Middle East 
and tire Palestinian problem. 

Egypt was suspended from the 
OIC in 1979 when it established 
relations with Israel, but was rea- 
dmitted two years ago. 



Hart set for presidential bid, 
burdened by frontrunner tag 


r. i 


By Michael Gelb 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON —Senator Gary 
Han's decision to give up his Col- 
orado seat in Senate when his term 
expires next January spares him a 
tough reelection fight this year 
and allows him to focus on an exp- 
ected presidential bid in 1988- 

“As I forge some role to help 
move our party and our eonntiy 
into the future. I won’t be coy 
about my plan," said Hart, who 
narrowly missed the Democratic 
nomination in 1984. 

“ Does that mean I still have an 
interest in being president? yes." 
Hart, who is widely seen as the 
frontrunner for the party nom- 
ination in 1988. told supporters 
and reporters this week. 

While some analysts say leaving 
the Senate could cost Hart news 
coverage and open him to charges 
of ducking the judgement of Col- 
orado voters, most think Hart 
probably made a good decision. 

" An argument for staying in the 
Senate is it's easier to get your 
message across.'* Hart aide Kevin 
Sweeny says. 

But Sweeny and others believe 
Hart, aged 49, should have no 


problem whining press coverage 
once he leaves the Senate. 

“Hart is a person enough in 
himself to generate media att- 
ention political strategist David 
Spear said. 

Hart's bid for the White House 
should benefit greatly from the 
freedom gained by leaving the 
Senate, said Spear, an aide to for- 
mer Senator Howard Baker. 

“You have to be unemployed 
(to run successfully) ... you cannot 
be an effective senator and run for 
president,’' Spear told Reuters. 

Baker is tipped as a candidate 
for the 1 y8S Republican pre- 
sidential nomination after an uns- 
uccessful bid in 1980. 

Spcnr noted Baker had been 
confined to campaigning at wee- 
kends in 1980 by the demands of 
his Senate job while President 
Ronald Reagan and Vice- 
President George Bush, free of 
public office at the time, devoted 
their full energies to the race. 

Hart's decision not to seek a 
third six-year Senate term has 
other important short-term adv- 
antages. 

Bowing out of a Senate race lik- 
ely to cost well over SI million 
makes good financial sense for 


Hart, who still owes S3 J million 
from his 1984 presidential bid. 

In addition, his reelection to the 
Senate was not a certainty. .Hart 
barely survived a 1980 challenge 
and Republicans predicted he 
would have been beaten next 
November. 


the round of state primaries or 
caucuses — which determine the 
leading contenders for each 
party's nomination — are often 
seen as defeats. 


A defeat woulti almost certainly 
have doomed his White House 
hopes and a Narrow win would 
have dimmed his national appeal. 
"It's a disadvantage to get blo- 
odied up in your own state." Spear 
said. 


But Hart’s greatest burden may 
be the frontrunner mantle he ass- 
umed when Massachusetts Sen- 
ator Edward Kennedy decided 
last month not to seek the pre- 
sidency in 1988. 

Lee Atwater, an adviser to 
Bush, who is expected to bid to 
succeed Reagan, says the fro- 
ntrunner position is fraught with 
pitfalls because "there's a whole 
pack chasing you." 

"While being on top makes it 
easier to raise money and com- 
mand media coverage, it also 
makes you a target for criticism 
from ail the other candidates. 

In addition, narrow victories in 


"You are subjected to intense 
scrutiny and you have to be at the 
top of your game day in and' day 
out. You have nothing to gain and 
everything to lose,’' Spear said. 

The political map is tittered with 
failed frontrunners. Kennedy was 
trounced in 1980 despite opinion 
pol Is showing he could easily wrest 
the Democratic nomination from 
President Jimmy Carter. 

Hart himself came close to top- 
pling the 1984 Democratic fro- • 
ntrunner, Walter Mondale, partly 
because toe Coloradan did better 
than expected in early caucuses.' 

Ironically, the withdrawal of 
Kennedy and Moodale’s political : 
retirement have transformed Hart 
front an outsider to being ihe“ofd 
face/* among likely Democratic _ 
candidates in 1988. 

In 1984 he ran as the “new 
ideas” candidate but in 1983 Hart, 
will be among the oldest Dem- 
ocratic hopefuls. A key task will 
be to keep his appeal fresh over - 
three years as a frontrunner. • - 


Spectres of violent past still 
haunt Alfonsin’s democracy 


By John Re ic hertz 

Reuter 


BUENOS AIRES -The spectres 
of dictatorship, violence and chr-’ 
onic inflation stfll haunt President 
Raul Alfbnsin in his two-year cru- 
sade to found a modern dem- 
ocracy in Argentina. 

There has been dramatic pro- 
gress since December 1983, when 
Alfonsin took power after eight 
years of military rule had left toe 
nation verging on political and 
economic chaos. 


Despite this, Alfonsin recently 
expressed fears that democracy 
had not been fully consolidated, 
and be has called for a pact with 
other polkical forces based on 
shared ideals to assure social jus- 
tice and economic advancement. 

But the call, which proposed 
among its measures the par- 
ticipation of other parties in Alf- 
oosm’s government, has met a 
lukewarm response. 

Jtalo Lader, the opposition 
Peronist presidential candidate in 
the 1983 elections, called the 
measures a “list of good intentions 


that we have no problenl sup- 
porting if the government intends 
to back it with coherent plan of 
action." 

So far, Alfonsin has managed to 
stay a step ahead of detractors, 
carrying out fundamental political 
reforms. 

Military leaders have been tried 
for humaa rights violations, and 
former President Jorge Videla and 
retired Admiral Emilio Masse ra 
face Hfe imprisonment. 

Inflation has been slashed, run- 
ning at less than SO percent a year, 
against more than 1,100 per cent 
six months ago. 

The first mid-term elections in 
20 years handed the government a 


fast Videla, Masse ra and three 
other former military leaders as 
unprecedented steps toward con- 
solidating democracy. 

It was the first time military lea- 
ders in Latin America, a region 
plagued by military coops, had 
been brought to justice for their 
actions. 

Four other former military 
junta members were acquitted by 
judges of the federal appeals 
court. 


Argentina's volatile economy 
has been another problematic 
area for previous governments. 
Under Alfonsin, it has already, 
cost one economy minister his job. 


solid victory, but also helped toe impea|ttng electortd 

opposition Peronist .party to begin 
3 of unpopularpany chiefs. 


Alfonsin took a decisive stance 
to forestall any attack on his gov- 
ernment by ordering a state of 
siege before the election in res- 
ponse to a wave of bombings. He 
said sympathisers of previews mil- 
itary regimes were bent on ove- 
rturning the government. 

, Many leading politicians -saw 
the sentences banded down aga- 


inflatjon and steps to bring Arg- 
entina up to date on payment of its 
$50 bflfioa foreign debt. - 

Hie strategy has cut the fiscal 
deficit from 10 per cent to tl*ee 
per cent jo toe second half of toe 
year, seen over S3 trillion in int- 
erest arrears paid up and res- 
cheduled orcr Siabifiton in ove- 
rdue capital payments. 


In 1986, however, the gov- 
ern meat faces the challenge of 
sparking growth and akn finding 
at least 54 billion in fresh funds to 
service toe foreign debt. 

Buenos Aires thus year opened 
two new fronts in its dmfomsfic 
battle with Britain over the Fal- 
kland (Malvinas) Islands, the 
South Atlantic archipelago' that 
Argentina claims and wh/dr was 
toe site of the 1982 war Britain 
won over an Argentine invasion 
force. .... 

At the United Nations, -a -res- . 
olotfon backed by Argentina^ cal- 
ung for negotiations between- 

i-oouon and Buenos' Aizes oo ?fli- 

fspecte of toe conflict, was carried 
by 1 07 votes to fourw&f 44- at- 
tentions. • - 

The resolution, which-won sop- - ! 
BOrt from Rmbm ** ~ — J - 


- — nMi'.Hvii Hiir 

port from France, Greece--^ 
dropped any-jefarem».;ty 
w issue of sovereignty/. -- 
_ AHonsin.also met British apfr 
ositito politicians and said afro 
toe Uberaiy&rty^Davtf 
SfecUhat it w&s a stq>.fcnwBrd k 
CToits for a fl -enco mp a sri og. neg? 
ooatkms on restoring: relation: 
witi* Britain;. v r * d.-' 
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is J^bimf ^(onfi^third of .an- acre) of uni- 
-/ related land. His sofl is poor, and 
' ^>^^J‘depeads on the monsoon to 




|S ^ ywatttit Jjfeownsno bollocks* and 
"" ' has ;to Wi for. the local 

Sgr- ; - landlord-money lender to Tepay a 

-v:.. ".■ 

.J. Sabash quickly abandoned the 

■•^.- w.- the dem- ■ 

Problems which. Santi 
n ia^ar Pal- can- survive . are ins- 
the- n nno D D ta b le for.> nH» , g?n*i far? 
'^mer Sabash^ Fertilisers and 
pesticides are not always available 
30 :- 19 81 ’ in the right quantity at the right 

,_,qgCg ^2$ 0CKiHageg--- time ; seeds are often of poor qna- 
lity; and. following .the. harvest, 
^rw^^sagram market prices tend to ML As Sub- 
ashobserves, ‘It is only the rich 
fannerswho atand urgain.” 

■— ^Aawm, TJfhar, . V Even Sabasb is better off than 
iesh, ; Orissa, 0 ttar the ’tenant farmers, whose pro- 
test Beng& — were ’ duce must be ’shared with a Jan- 
Jhe prog^nme . jbefc^ dk>rd. There is little reason for 
ot comparatively low them to take the economic risk 
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;W^Bth^—were’ 
for ^e progra^ame /bet 
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yields ami fertiliser - - involved in buying the inputs nec- 


essary to prodace more. In any 
case, they would be nnable to get a 
Joan, since their landless status 
provides them with no collateral. 

At .the? end of this year, the pro- 
ject will have run its five-year cou- 
rse. 'Hie Indian authorities have 
already approached the British 
govemment’to extend funding for 
■another five years. 

The. Hindustan Fertiliser Cor- 
poration claims that yields in 
.demonstration areas have inc- 
reased dramatically, in some cases 
by as much as 79 per cent But one 
British advisor to the project mai- 
ntained that though one would 
expect high yields given the supply 
of inputs, th& figures are exa- 
ggerated. ’ 

Whatever the precise yield fig- 
ures, there is no doubt that a hea- 
lthy economic surplus is being 
generated and to some extent sus- 
tained. An evaluation study car- 
ried out by the Indian National 
Council of Applied Economic 
Research reported: “Yields, fer- 
tiliser use, the area under HYVs 
and cost-benefit ratios have inc- 
reased considerably.” 

What is in doubt is the value of 
the programme for the poorest 
Miners. At the office of the Dep- 
artment of Agriculture in Ban- 
kura, an official concurs with Sab- 


ash's sentiments: “Much depends 
updn local conditioos, but gen- 
erally, poor fanners are not in a 
position to gain from the new tec- 
hnology.”' 

A British aid official who was 
critical of IBFEP commented: 
“The tenant farmers simply do not 
haVe-tbe time or incentive to pro- 
duce more.'* 

Many observers are asking whe- 
ther the type of development enc- 
ouraged by the programme is des- 
irable. A member of a 
community-based development 
research group in Delhi sums up 
the concerns: “The new tec- 
hnology is systematically des- 
troying local seed varieties and 
proven traditional practices. It is 
creating a dependency on external 
high cost inputs, setting up a vic- 
ious circle which leads to greater 
landlessness and impoverish- 
ment. 

The pfffrial view is that this “is 
the most successful of Indo- 
British aid projects”' and ind- 
ications are that it will be extended 
for another five years. This much 
is dear: despite the project's cla- 
ims, it is the larger, richer farmers 
and companies selling agricultural 
inputs who will continue to reap 
the benefit — at the expense of the 
poor — Earthscan feature. 
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* Beef in th heart of Texas 


Texancatffa^^^hcw^^ 

sumption asMffi in the U-S. ehange. M a uy- 


and moduct research. ; 
TeriffishaVc tell the beef story 


■iwtea 

bur^re^ pr jdb^cke a-f^ecT Like— ; American peopl e . and this man- 

Twoc'_Irr3» flw^Ctlraf CA M r oW»l‘ ffitt An fti mot! 


the_Tcxas~|E^^ programme is theonly way 

uriri.Fbi#^ the _w^aie going to get adequate funds 

tyjpcatTcxmstia^ I^iwiioe; ps frig// -todoit^teaigues.^ScMne workis 
■as grfcK ' already being done on labelling 

u^^om spo^; each. /piece of beef . . in the sup- 
onftal ^ -i \]' i - ermarkets with : the calorie corr- 


IntheU^. league tableTexas in -tent We hayeto get the message 
1984 hacTtbeV utos^^tflerope-,. across that beef not only tastes 
rations (T52,<KXJ), m^ farm' gpod. it’s abealihy food to eat and 
and ranch land .{136.8 mflbon it’s reasonably pneed.” • 
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acr^ the high&t rnmiber of rat- ; . The membershm of the Texas’ 
ildmd cai\^JJ4j. rm}Bc^ ^ yih ■ and Southwesr Cattle Raisers; 
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yes. ^reMtettedfor market — are 
mandy ^cpuceitiU in ithe Texas 
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comemit overwheltniagly infav- 
. our of the mandatory- levy,- des- 
pite some resetyatiotis oyer the. 
value of previous advertising and 
^deeply-rooted suspicion of any-- 
thing .that smacks of government 


bordering 0& ahoaia and. New' interveatkm. One respondeat to' 
Mexxxi , wnth'i^p^higfaway sys- TSCRA’s opinion survey added" 
an<t^ " relatiwly fen^>erate * the comment : “ We don't want a 
clHiia^Becd^ caltle bunch of pin-striped- bureaucrats 

alsK^tfMfyan^ getting fat off our backs;” 


kane (Washington state)- and 
Omaha (Nebraska), have had to 
be rescued from insolvency this 
year by the other districts, and 
aggregate non-performing loans 
could climb to more than $6 bil- 
lion over the nex year; of which 
. half may have to be written off. 

There is little doubt that bec- 
ause of their High equity to assets 
ratios Texas cattlemen on average 
are less heavily indebted than the 
crop farmers of the Mid- West — 
even though the Texas Agr- 
icultural Extension Service esh 
imates that cow-calf operators 
have had only two really pro- 
fitable years (1973 and 1979) in 
the past 13-year period. The value 
of land used as collateral has also 
held up better than elsewhere. 
Now, however, prices of land bey- 
ond the reach of the major con- 
urbations are beginning to slide, 
.and there is additional app- 
. rehens ion over the impact of tax 
reform. 

In West Texas, where it takesj?5 


only . hi spH^.an4'au turan . Bec- 
ause" this & iwfaer^ -the action is, 
matqr'of the^dadhig. buyers from 
Chicago ^ 


NtW the -health lobby, has igo t ■ 
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. Sin ce: 1980, . diet- eons clous 
Amj&icans have beeneafing more 


There is little doubt that because of their high 
equity to assets ratios Texas cattlemen on average are 
tess heavily indebted than the crop farmers of the 
Mid- West - even though the Texas Agricultural Ext- 


Ibs retail e^ year per 
head of population) but enough to 


had only \ two reapjjly\ profitable years (1973 and 
1979) in the peat 13-jvar period The value of land 
used as collateral has also held up better titan els-' 
ewhere. Now, however,; prices of land beyond the 
reach of the major conurbations are beginning to 
slide, and there is additional apprehension over the 
impact of tax reform.- 


prices Producers are losing 
money at both Jfae and 

the feedlot leve L: ; ^.v - •• - 
.\ E^x>rtsrwiIl - not ' be' -a. eom- 
pensatoiy-factor; until foreign 
mwm -abbredate the dfetinctibn 


and cheaper grass-fed meat from 
. Australia and . Areentiria. Alt- 
hpnqgfi-- Ite valiie'W beef carcass 
-exports rose-from -$3 92 milKon to 


cen t goirig : to. Japan^ J this : rep 1 . 


. ./SteiM^^consm 
antf- rails few oMteerted actkwL 


datoryjSf peadr. 


■There are no appeals for price 
.support or government handouts. 
In ithe words of TSCRA officer. 
..Mr.’ Steve Munday: “We’ve got . 
’-problems but ihey are our pro-.. 

: .bleans.”’Mr. John Ross, a Texas 
banker with his own ranch in Mon- 
tana. concurs: “We are going to. 
have to heh> ourselves. It win be 
tougji and some people will go 
btpfce.-but others will come in andL ' 
" the cattle industry will survive.” 
Af foe same time Mr. Ross con- 
cedes that the federal authorities 
wfllfraye to lopk-at tbe viabOity of 
the. : Farm Q&dit System as a 
whole,- and perhaps offer gua- 
. laoitees to enable loans to be res- 
.. tractured at lower interest rates. 

J . . Ilie' FCS. is a l^^district' co- 
■ c^eratwe^wtfa 37 fanner-owned * 
'banksjlt raises fentfe.^ by - setting 
^securities onthefizuncM markets 
- and bolds soihe $77 bfllion of the * 
total of domestic agr- 

jcyJ tural debLTwp Restricts, Spo- 


acres of arid land to support one" 
cow. many of the old ranching 
families have been enriched by the 
discovery of oil and gas on land* 
which was paid for generations 
ago. With substantial non-farm 
income, they can choose whether 
..to run a big commercial herd or to 
indulge in the luxury of rasing 
pure-bred cattle such as Texas 
Longhorns (now something of an 
exotic breed) forsaleasstud bulls. 
At his (Me T ranch near Fort 
Worth. Mr. Nelson Bunker Hunt's 
fancy, is racehorses. But in some 
cases. the softening of the oil mar- 
ket is forcing, landowners to liq- 
uidate or reduce their herds, for 
the sake of dish flow. 

■ For' the mainstream rancher 
who is in business for pibfit, times 
-are as hard as he can remember: 
“Ifs breakeven 1 d&ing if the land 
and cattle are TOUT own.” savs Mr: 


T EL (Sonny) Nan a of Haslet 
Texas..“If you had to pay interest 


on loans it just wouldn’t go.” 

Mr. Nance has studied animal 
husbandry' in college and has 
spent a lifetime with cattle. He 
employs just four people to cun 
two ranches in Texas and one in 
Oklahoma, with , a total of 800' 
mother cows (making 1.500- 
1 ,600 cattle on hand). Neighbours 
help each other in roundups and 
branding, and the working day is 
14-18 hours long. 

In the brush and (prickly) pear 
country around San Antonio lan- 
downers can earn almost as much 
from selling licences to hunt wild 
turkey, quail and white-tailed 
deer as from running cattle. Oth- 
ers get additional income from 
recreational facilities (the “dude” 
ranch), fishing lodges, or from rai- 
sing zoo animals, sheep or mohair 
gpats. 

In a discussion paper published 
by TAJES on alternative pro- 
grammes for rebuilding beef cattle 
herds after the worst drought in 
three decades, agricultural eco- 
nomists say the U.S. already has 
'5-8 million more head of cattle 
than it needs to supply the ava- 
•liable market. They suggest that 
instead of -restricting, some ran- 
chers would be better off liq- 
uidating their assets and putting 
ea«th in the bank. 

In Texas, this would seem to 
a pply particularly to nearly 
i09;000 ranch operations (71.7 
per cent of the total) which run 
fewer than 50 head of cattle and 
are by definition uneconomic. Mr. 
Steve Wheeless. a Dallas County 
agent with TAES, is one of those 
who recognise that “when your 
expenses are more than your 
income it’s time to quit.” Reg- 
retfully, since he was raised on a 
frirm and stifi comes to the office at 
four in the morning, he has sold his 
cattle and leased hk land. And he 
wiU not be going back to it when 
be retires. 

- But for the majority — in urban 
occupations as doctors, lawyers, 
bankers or dvil servants j— ran- 
ching is not a business, but tar app- 
ealing life-style ... part of that mys- 
tique of Texas which sent crowds 
flocking to a “Pioneer Days” cel- 
ebration in Fort Worth in Sep- 
tember. and makes dty boys buy. 
expensive western boots in order 
to drive a souped-up pick-up 
truck. *‘We all like to pretend 
.we’re cowboys ” admits TSCRA’s 
Mr. Steve Munday. 

Ibis is fine for those who can 
afford iL A hobby ranch may also 
have some tax-shelter advantages. 
At the same time, a commercial 
rancher points out the amateur 
cowboys wife iheir 2 million head 
of cattle are spoiling the market 
for those whose livelihood dep- 
ends on it —Financial Times Fea- 


Edmond Halley has enduring 
place in scientific hall of fame 


By Stephen Powell 
. Roller 

LONDON - More than 200 
years after his death, the genius of 
Edmond Halley is again being acc- 
laimed — while the .comet which 
bears his name hurtles through 
our. sides: 

Halley, who tracked the orbit of 
the comet now visible from earth 
on its first visit since 1910. bad a 
career as brilliant as the celestial 
travller itself. But he died before 
he could see his prediction of its 
return in 1758 come true. 

“I think Halley was the second 
greatest scientist, after Sir Isaac 
Newton, that this country has ever 
bred,” said British astronomer 
David Hughes. 

Halley’s versatility was ext- 
raordinary. He is best known for 
.his work as an astronomer, but as- 
well as solving a riddle of the bea- 
v&is. he also plumbed the depths 
of the seas„inventnigthe first pra- 
ctical diving bell. 

“He was the epitome of the sci- 
entific generalist, a man fascinated 
by life who couldn’t leave things 
alone.” said Hughes, an expert on 
Halley. 

Among Halley’s other ach- 
ievements. he published the first 
chart of die southern sides, based 
on observations he made as a 
young man cm the Atlantic island 


of Saint Helena. 

He was die first to realise that 
the stars moved and he produced 
the earliest weather map. 

His work on comets was a huge 
undertaking, involving detailed 
calculations of the orbits of 24 
comets that had reached the inner 
solar system between 1337 and 
1698. 

For thousands of years before 
Halley, comets had been solely the 
reserve of seers and holy men. He 
beat them at their own game, with 
a stunning prophecy which made 
his name. 

Using Newton’s laws of the uni- 
verse. be calculated that the com- 
ets seen in 1531. 1607 and 1682 
were one and the same. He pre- 
dicted the comet would return in 
1758. It did. and the world gave it 
his name. 

This year, it is back again, tho- 
ugh not yet a brilliant spectacle in 
the' sides. Last month, it came 
close to earth as it sped towards 
the sun. 

It wQl be even closer in March 
and April after going round the ■ 
sun and should come within 63 
mil Son tan of earth before hea- 
ding out again towards the edge of 
the solar system. The best views 
will be from the southern hem- 
isphere. 

Halley, who lived from 1656 to 


1742, was overshadowed by his 
illustrious contemporary Newton, 
whose theory of gravitation sho- 
wed that the universe was gov- 
erned by simple mathematical 
laws. 

Of Halley. Hughes said: “He 
was a great astronomer and a great 
physicist. He was also the father of 
geomagnetism (study of the 
earth's magnetic field). The adv- 
ances he made in this outshone the 
field for the next 150 years.” 

He produced more than 100 
papers, ranging from “A discourse 
tending to prove at what time and 
place Julius Caesar made his first 
descent upon Britain” to “A met- 
hod of walking underwater.”' 

When he developed a diving 
belLbe went underwater in it him- 
self and later set up a successful 
salvage company. 

He led the first marine scientific 
expeditions to be commanded by 
a British monarch, sailing from 
Brazil to Newfoundland to chart 
the difference between magnetic 
north' 4 and true north. 

When Tsar Peter the Great of 
Russia came to England to study 
shipbuilding, it was the energetic 
and amiable Halley who became 
bis scientific adviser and drinking 
companion. 

One contemporary, but dis- 
puted. account depicts Halley 


pushing the Tsar in a wheelbarrow 
through the streets of Deptford in: 
London when both were the worse 
for drink. 

Halley lived through a mom- 
entous period of modem science 
and played a leading role in dis- 
seminating its discoveries — he 
paid the costs of publishing New- 
ton’s book 'on gravitation, reg- 
arded as the most important sci- 
entific work ever written. 

Halley worked as the first foil- 
time secretary of the RoyallSoc- 
eity, a British club which became 
the world's central clearinghouse 
for scientific information. 

The society could not pay him a 
salary, but gave him instead sev- 
eral copies of a book called “His- 
tory of Fish.” 

In 1720 Halley became Ast- 
ronomer Royal, chief ast- 
ronomical adviser to the King. He 
immediately ran into money pro- 
blems when he found that his pre- 
decessor’s widow had taken all the 
telescopes from the Royal Obs- 
ervatory. 

Halley then carved himself yet 
another niche in scientific history 
by persuading the British gov- 
ernment to part with money (500 
pounds sterling) for the purchase 
of scientific instruments — an 
unprecedented achievement, acc- 
ording to Hughes. 


Geldof s Band Aid grows to charity empire 


By Annflca Doos 

Reuter 

LONDON —In the year since he 
made his first impassioned plea to 
feed tiie world. Bob Geldof has 
created what amounts to a charity 
empire for starving Africans. 

What started as the Irish rock 
ringer's spontaneous response to 
television pictures of African dro- 
ught victims has grown into one of 
Britain’s biggest international rel- 
ief organisations, continuously 
expanding into new areas of 
fund-raising. 

Equally important, relief off- 
icials say, are the wider effects of 
Geldof s crusade. Attitudes to giv- 
ing and to Geldof s own pro~ 
fessipn — not traditionally ass- 
ociated with charity work — may 
never be the same. 

Band Aid, founded when Gel- 
dof assembled the cream of his col- 
leagues for the hit-record “Do 
They Know Ifs Christmas’?” 
one year ago, says it has raised 
more than $85 millio n to date, 
excluding proceeds from new 
appeals this Christmas. 

By comparison Oxfam, one of 
Britain’s largest Third World rel- 
ief groups, reportecfTrecord inc- 
ome of $73 million in the eyar of 
the African drought. Its officials 
say donations rose rather than 
dropped in Band Aid’s wake. 

Band Aid says 40 per cent of its 
money has been spent on food. 


medicine, shelter and transport to 

and w ithi n the Af rican famine 

areas. The charity owns three 
ships. 

The other 60 per cent, it says, 
has been put aside for long-term 
relief projects aimed at preventing 
another famine as severe as that of 
die past year. 

“Emaciated childr en appeal to 

our guilt and pity "Geldof said in 
Ethiopia in October. “Ifs more 
difficult to get people to give for 
schemes to improve sanitation or 
crop production.” 

Geldof has haggled with off- 
icials, pleaded with television aud- 
iences, travelled tens of thousands 
of kilometres and enlisted cel- 
ebrations from all walks of life to 
keep money flowing in. 

Most still see his crowning ach- 
ievement as die 12-hour Live Aid 
concert staged smnittaneoasfy in 
London and Philadelphia in July, 
when he persuaded the top names 
of rock music — some of whom 
•had not played together for years 
— to perform unpaid. 

The event, billed as die world’s 
biggest rock extravaganza and fea- 
turing names such as Paul McC- 
artney, Bob Dylan, and die Who, 
reunited especially for die oocJ 
asion, prompted a host of fund- 
raising activities in other pro- 
fessions. 

Fashion aid saw designers such 
as Yves Saint-Laurent, Armani 
and Calvin Klein showmg their 


creations under one roof for the 
first time. Artists sold paintings 
under the banner Visual Aid. 

Shopkeepers in London's Oxf- 
ord Street used their traditional 
Christmas illuminations to urge 
donations, displaying collection 
boxes marked “lights Aid”' on 
their cash registers. 

Opera stars gatve their own ver- 
sion of live aid in Verona's Roman 
arena. And a firm of merchant 
bankers launched “Bond Aid”,' 
pledging a share of its com- 
missions to famine relief. 

Charities working for other cau- 
ses say their donations have 
risen too in Band Aid’s wake. 
“It has flung the charity network 
wider ” a spokesman for the Nat- 
ional Society for the Prevention of 
Ouelty to Children said recently. 

“As a relief agency Band Aid 
has gained a tremendous amount 
of inedibility in a short time,” said 
Oxfam spokesman Derek War- 
ren. “But above all it has raised 
the consciousness of a huge sector 
of people and reached a whole 
new constituency.”' 

Or, in the words of Geldof , lead 
singer of the Boomtown Rats 
Punk group: Band Aid has made 
famme relief “hip”. 

Geldof s blunt language and 
stubborn efforts to cut through red 
tape are an important part of Band 
Aid’s appeal. 

“What this place needs is a lax- 
ative”' he told members of the 


European Parliament in October, 
urging tha European Community 
to use its food mountains for fam- 
ine relief. 

■ Daring a tour of Ethiopia and 
five other famine-stricken African 
nations earlier that month, he was 
reported to have told one gov- 
ernment official to “cut the formal 
crap” and get down to a practical 
discussion on food distribution. 

Band Aid also signalled a cha- 
nge in the public image of rock 
stars, traditionally portrayed in 
the press as jetsetting pleasure- 
seekers. 

It spawned action by tike ent- 
ertainment world for other causes, 
such as Artists United Against 
Apartheid, Farm aid on behalf of 
fanners in the American midwest 
4 nd AIDS aid. 

Pete Tosmshend, leader of the 
Who and’ one of rock’s most voc- 
iferous rebels in the 1960s, now 
says he devotes a third of his time 
to dimity work. 

“Rock has made amends: it has 
discovered its conscience with a 
vengeance,” said the London 
Times in a recent article. 

Geldof, 34, has recently started 
recording with the Boomtown 
Rats again and says he will cut 
down his work for Band Aid octet 
year: *Tor one thing, I can’t sop- ■ 
port myself full-time on it any lon- 
ger."" 

But he will still devote two days 
per week to the trust 


Australian 
bicentennial sail 
retraces route of 
convict settlers 


Japanese soldier, 
30 years in jungle, 
praises natural life 


By Richard BUI 

The Associated Press 

SYDNEY, Australia — The first 
English convicts sent to help settle 
the new British colony of Aus- 
tralia traveled free. Two hundred 
years later, there's a 31 ,500-dollar 
price tag for people who want to 
retrace the historic voyage on sai- 
ling ships. 

Organisers say the would-be 
adventurers are jumping at the 
chance of a berth on 11 “square- 
rigged” ships that will spend eight 
months' tracing the route of the 
“first fleet” 1 that brought 1,350 
convicts and settlers from England 
in 1788. 

The project, in the planning sta- 
ges for a decade and costing $7.5 
mfllfon, is the centre piece of Aus- 
tralia’s 1988 bicentennial cel- 
ebrations and the brainchild of 
Jonathan King, a Melbourne Uni- 
versity historian who wanted to 
remind Australians of their her- 
itage. 

“After making three trips aro- 
und the world and literally sea- 
Tchmg the seven seas, we have fin- 
ally found 11 ships that are tra- 
ditional square-riggers of 18th- 
ccatury style,” said King, whose 
great-great-great-grandfather 
Philip King was an officer on one 
of the ships. 

Leaving Portsmouth, England, 
on May 13, 1987, exactly 200 
years to the day, the ships trill 
voyage about 12,000 miles on to 
reach Botany Bay, near Sydney on 
Anstralia's east coast 

After stops at Tenerife, Canary 
Islands: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Cqpe Town, South Africa; Mau- 
ritius in the Tmtian Ocean, and 
Freeman tie in Western Australia, 
tire ships will sail into Sydney har- 
bor on Australia Day, Jan. 26, 


1988. 

For those who cannot make the 
entire trip, organisers are booking 
passage for individual legs of the 
voyage, ranging from $1,320 for 
the Lon don-Port&mo uth run to 
$7,280 for the 53-day journey 
from Tenerife to Rio de Janeiro. 

The full 31,500-doflar fare inc- 
ludes the boat trip from London to 
Sydney, and return air fare, eco- 
nomy dass. 

“People are paying for an adv- 
enture that their ancestors pro- 
bably would have been glad to 
have paid not to go, ’’ said Gor- 
onwy Price of Australian Him- 
alayan expeditions which is selling 
tickets. 

Passengers are told not to exp- 
ect luxury cabins or comforts that 
would be found on modern-day 
cruise liners. The passengers must 
be fit and ready to work. 

‘‘ft really is an adventure travel 
package.”' King said in an int- 
erview. “You’ve got to be a bit of a 
cavalier. You'Ve got to be able to 
stand up on the deck in a storm, go 
aloft to pull in tike sails and man 
the helm.” 

Each passenger wiU sign a con- 
tract stating the terms of their 
“work passage ” said King. “This 
is the adventure of a lifetime. Ifs a . 
magical mystery tour that will 
never be repeated. People are 
buying the chance to go back 200 
years.” 

Passengers wiU; sleep in ham- 
mocks or on deck to dose qua- 
rters. The fare ‘includes three 
meals a day, hut there will be no 


as was tiie case 200 years ago. 
There win be plenty of orange 
juice to reduce the xsk of scurvy 
and, perhaps, a tot grog (a small 
drink of liquor) before departure. 


By Richard Waddington 

Reuter 

CAMPO GRANDE, Brazil - 
Thirty years dodging soldiers in 
the jungle may not be everyone's 
idea of the way to health and hap- ' 
pin ess, but Lieutenant Hiroo 
Onoda, late of the Japanese imp- 
erial army, believes it taught him a 
thing or two. 

Onoda walked out of the jungle 
on the Philippine island of Lubang^ 
in March 1974 to become the last 
Japanese soldier to lay down his 
swonl from World War Two, nea-_ 
rly 29 years after the conflict" 
ended vritb the U.S. dropping of 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

Now 63 years old and as 
fightmg-fit as in his jungle days, 
Onoda owns a cattle farm in the 
western Brazilian state of Mato 
Grosso do Sul and spends six 
months in Japan each year lec- 
turing schoolchildren on health 
and nature. 

He is also writing a book on his 
.ideas which includes advice to 
mothers to allow their children 
more Contact with the soil and din 
— even in the rain. 

■ “Too much concrete and cle- 
anliness makes for weak children” 
he told Reuters in an interview. . 

Onoda said he only once suf- 
fered a slight fever during his yean 
on the run and has not known a 
day of illness since. 

"Knowing I could never have 
any medicines or seek a doctor’s 
help made me strong and setf- 
rerant. I was pushed to the limits 
of human endurance and now I 
want to use what I learnt to help 
others” he said. 

Onoda arrived in the Phi- 
lippines in December 1944 with 
250 men under his command. By 
the time the war ended eight 
months later some 200 were dead. 
Most of the survivors surrendered 


after U.S. troops dropped pam- 
phlets saying the fighting was 
over, but Onoda did not believe 
them. 

“I thought it was a trick,” he 
said. 

With four companions he ret- 
reated deep into the jungle. After 
six .years, one of the group gave 
himself up and revealed their 
names to the Philippine aut- 
horities. 

Messages continued to be sent, 
but as there was always some mis- 
take, such as a misspelt name, 
Onoda remained suspicious. The 
sound of warplanes flying ove- 
rhead en route to battles in sou- 
theast Asia only strengthened his 
doubts. 

One by one his companions 
died in clashes with Philippine 
patrols, the last one being killed in 
1973. 

. Onoda kept On the move, never 
spending more than one night in 
any place. He lived off bananas 
and coconuts and the cattle he 
would ItiU once every two months, 
storing the smoke-cured meat in 
s mall staches around the island. 

But one day in early 1974, a 
Japanese, whom he knows as Mr. 
Suzuki, found him. At first Onoda 
thought he was Filipino and was 
all ready to kill him when he said 
in Japanese. “I came to look for 
you.” • 

' Even then Onoda only agreed 
to leave the jungle after the Jap- 
anese army sent a written order 
commanding him to surrender. 

"I don’t regret what I did. My 
orders wens to fight to tiie finish. I. 
am only soriy for those that died,” 
he said. 

'But he found he was no longer 
anted to the hustle and bustle of 
modem Japan and opted to Kve in 
Brazil where the tosh tropical veg- 
etation and tranquility of rural life 
were more akin to what he had 1 
known during his years on the run. 
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Benfica-Porto goalless draw I World cricket split draws closer 

a m-m * -m -a LONDON (R) —The spectre of promising not to have any more rtheid (racial separation) policy, Ire forced to recall l 

rails to reward rerord rrowd 

v\r A wl A 'Lr A wi> tv when die England “B r team'd Although Bangladesh is very’ land are due to play two tests. land players in foe j 

tour of Bangladesh was called off 1 - — - ■ -* ~ - — — ' T •— w *" 

at foot- hours’ notice. 


LONDON (R) —A record crowd of 120,000 packed 
into Lisbon’s newly-enlarged Estadio de Lnz at the 
weekend bnt Benfica and Porto felled to reward 
them with a goal. 


Tbe goalless outcome favoured 
Sporting, who beat Penafiel 1-0 to 
draw level with Benfica at the top 
of foe Portuguese first division. 
Both dubs have 25 points and the 
same goal difference. 

Benfica, unbeaten in 13 games, 
pressed hard in foe first half, but 
Porto missed foe best chance in 
■foe 73rd minute when Samuel fou- 
led their Brazilian striker Juaiy 
only for veteran goalkeeper Bento 
to save Fernando Gomes’s pen- 
alty. 


Polish goalkeeper Josef Mly- 
narczyk, on his debut for Porto, 
also made several important 
saves. 

Sporting’s goal against lowly 
Penafiel was scored in the 22nd 
minute by Oceano from a Manuel 
Fernandes pass. 

Juventus remained unbeaten in 
the Italian league and stayed six 
points dear at the top of the table 
despite being held 0-0 at str- 
uggling Avellino. Second-placed 
Napoli also drew, Diego Mar- 


adona’s 84th -minute penalty ear- 
ning them a 1-1 result at domo. 

Polish midfielder Zbigniew 
Boniek, who moved from Juv- 
entus to Roma this season, scored 
two fine goals to set up a 4-0 win 
over visiting Atalanta, who have 
not won in the capital for 36 years. * 
The win moved Roma up one 
place to third in the table. 

In Spain Real Madrid preserved 
their commanding four-point lead 
over champions Barcelona with a 
3-0 win in Valencia. 

After a goalless first half, Mar- 
tin Vazquez gave Real the lead 
within three minutes of the restart. 
In tbe 69fh minute Mexican Hugo 
Sanchez added a second following 
a comer and an injury-time goal 


completed the scoring. 

Realplayed most of tbe second 
half without goalkeeper Jose Otx- 
otorena who was earned off after 
being accidentally struck in the 
face by Wflmar Cabrera. He was 
replaced by Agustin Rodriguez. 

Barcelona won 3-1 at Real Zar- 
agoza on a waterlogged pitch. 
Francisco Carrasco setup the first 
goal for Bemd Schuster in the 
42nd minute and Scottish striker 
Steve Archibald , returning to act- 
ion after being injured for four 
weeks, scored foe second soon 
after foe break but then had to go 
off with another injury. 

Paraguayan Raul Ainarilla, 
who replaced Archibald, laid on 
Barcelona's third for Carrasco. 


promising sot to have any more 
sporting contact with white-ruled 
South Africa. ' 

Although Bangladesh is very 
much , a minor cncketiQg nation, 
observers believe Dhaka** action 


England “B”" had been sch- , ' could pr ec ipit ate the nightmare 
eduled to play in Bangladesh, Sri . w forfr h»« j aunty rf a dministrator s. 


Lanka and Zimbabwe. 

But with the players already 
assembled at London's Heathrow 
airport on Thursday night, the 
Bangladesh government ann- 
ounced that four players were 
unacceptable because of their 
South African connections. 

Within 24 hours the Zimbabwe 
leg was again shrouded in doubt 
when a senior sports official war- 
ned that . Martyn Moxon, Bill 
A they, Kim Barnett and Chris 
Smith would also be barred there 
unless they signed a declaration 


players and fans alike — a split 
.between (Hack and white nations. 

England are due to tour the 
-West Indies later this month and 


rtheid (racial separation) policy. 

More worrying though is the 
agitation in Trinidad where Eng- 
land are due to play two tests. 

Demonstrations have been org- 
anised for the team’s arrival and 
with an election due shortly the 
apartheid issue is at the forefront 
of poli tidal debate. 

When England last toured the 
Caribbean five years ago, the 
Guyana test was cancelled after 


— — ^>UJUUU IMS *TiW VOUVVUWVI 

there have been ominous nun- 1 the government there withdrew 
blxngs from at least two islands Robin Jackman'S visitor’s permit, 
because of the selection of four 

players who toured South Africa Although Guyana is not on this 
on a rebel tour in 1982. year's itinerary, England's Test 

and County Cricket Board 
Aqtigua, home of West Indies' (TCCB) has consistently refused 
captain* Viv Richards, has already to allow politicians to dictate the 
asked, and received, assurances selection of their teams, 
from Graham Gooch that he is Accordingly if any serious con- 
opposed. tb South Africa's apa- Cron ration arose tbe TCCB could 


be forced to recall their players. 

Pressure would then increase on 
India, who have objected to Eng- 
land players in the past, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka to similariy ban 
England teams, threatening the 
fourth world cup due to be staged 
in India and Pakistan next year. 

Ironically South Africa, the 
cause of the whole furore, is poi- 
sed to benefit most from any div- 
ide. 

Already at least 70playere from. iff 
four countries have gone on rebel 
tours there. 

And if the white nations —Eng- 
land, Australia and New Zealand 
— are restricted to competition 
among themselves the pressure to 
include South Africa, absent from 
test cricket since 1970, would 
become overwhelming. 



round 


LONDON (R) — Chelsea and 
Liverpool, leading contenders for 
this season's En glish soccer cha- 
mpionship, come face to face in 
what promises to be an en thrallin g 
fourth round Football Association 
(FA.) Cup tie later this month. 

The match was one of only three 
clear-cut ties to emerge from 
Monday’s draw following the 
large number of third round pos- 
tponements and relays. Man- 
chester City’s all-first division 
clash with Watford and third- 
division Rotherham's visit to Ars- 
enal were the others. 

Fourth round matches will be 
played on Jan. 25. 



Isea clash In fourth 
Association Cup 


India clinches Emirates’ hockey trophy 


Cup holders Manchester Uni- 
ted will visit second division Sun- 
derland, assuming the first div- 
ision leaders survive their pos- 
tponed tie against Rochdale at 
Old Trafford on Wednesday. 

Liverpool, currently third in the 
first division, lost 2-0 at Chelsea 
when the sides met in a fifth-round 
clash four years ago. 

The London side were a second 
division outfit then and will be an 
even tougher proposition now. 
Level on points with second- 
placed Everton and Liverpool but 
fourth in tbe s tandings on goal dif- 
ference, Chelsea are well placed to 
clinch their first league title since 


1955. They last won the FA. Cup 
in 1970. 

Liverpool, league champions 
eight times since 1972 but cup 
winners in 1965 and 1974 only, 
routed second division leaders 
Norwich 5-0 in their third round 
match on Saturday. 

And they will need no rem- 
inding that they beat Chelsea in 
the semifinals before going on to 
lift the trophy for the first time 
more than 20 years ago. 

Reigning champions Everton, 
who scraped into the fourth round 
draw with a 1-0 home win over 
fourth division Exeter on Sat- 
urday, will entertain either Not- 


tingham Forest or Blackburn. 

Last season's beaten finalists' 
will be buoyed by tie knowledge 
that several bookrrifcktrs have ins- 
talled them as favcnkrites to take 
foe cup ahead of United and Liv- 
erpool. 

Arsenal, whose reputation for ; 
coming unstuck against lower div- 
ision opponents was eased by Sat- 
urday’s 4-3 win at Grimsby, will 
enjoy their first home cup tie for 
three seasons. 

But Rotherham, currently mid- 
dle of division three, beat the 
Londoners when they last met in 
1960 — taking their third round 
tie 2-0 in a second replay. 


DUBAI (R) — India held world 
hockey champions Pakistan to a 
2-2 draw Sunday to clinch foe 
Emirates' trophy on goal dif- 
ference from West Germany. 

Victory would have made India 1 
outright winners following the 3-3 
draw between the West Germans 
and Britain earlier in the day and 
they appeared to be cruising home 
when they led 2-0 at half-time. 

The result left India and West 
Germany level on four points 
from three games but the Indians 
took the trophy by virtue of a bet- 
ter goal difference. 

Pakistan, one point behind, fin- 
ished third with Britain bottom 
after one draw and two defeats. 

In an enthralling game of att- 
acking hockey, India took the lead 
after six minutes through captain 
Shahid Mohammad and they inc- 
reased their advantage shortly 
before foe interval when left- 
winger Zafar Iqbal scored with a 
sizzling drive. 

But Pakistan refused to accept 


defeat and they forced their way 
back into foe game in the 49fn 
minute with a foie goal by Farhat 
Hussain. 

India suddenly looked vul- 
nerable and Pakistan levelled the 
score in the 51st minute with a 
penalty stroke converted by 
centre-half Ayas Mohammad. 


Earlier, Britain dented West 
Germany’s hopes in another exc- 
iting game which produced five 
field goals. 

Britain took an early sixth min- 
ute lead when Dodds converted a 
cross from foe right but the West 
Germans roared back through a 
superb sold effort from Biocher 




and a Fischer penalty on the str- 
oke of half-time. 

Bachelor made it 2-2 in the 57th 
minute and although HUgers put 
West Germany back in bontMo * 
minutes later, substitute Kerty 
gave Britain their first point of the 
tournament with a 62nd minute 
equaliser. 


mm 




to draw In 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia, bea- 
ten in their previous Your series, 
narrowly avohled another disaster 
when they scrambled to a draw in 
foe third and final test against 
India atthe Sydney cricket ground 
Monday. 

The weakness of Australia's 
.hatting was again demonstrated 
..by. India as spinners Shivlal Yadav 
■and Ravi Shastri, with 1 1 wickets 
between them Monday, forced the 
home side to follow on and then 
nearly grabbed victory as Aus- 
tralia slumped to 119 for six in 
their second innings 

Greg Ritchie and Ray Bright 
survived the final seven overs of 
play to earn their side a draw, tbe 
third in foe series. 

Australia, seemingly assured of 


la scrambles Irwin wins 



a draw at their overnight 347 for 
four, staged a dramatic collapse to 
be all out for 396 in reply to 
India’s first innings’ '600 for four 
declared. 

Shastri started the rot by having 
Australian captain Allan Border 
superbly caught at long on after 
adding only seven to his overnight 
64 not out.. 

When all-rounder Steve Waugh 
was next out bis side needed-only 
14 runs to avoid foe follow-on. 
But the last four wickets added 
just nine to leave Australia facing 
another ignominious defeat and 
their first series loss to India on 
home soD. 

David Boon and Geoff Marsh, 
the heroes of the first innings with 
a record 21 7-run opening oar- 


India 


NOTICE 

1. Pius Alex MnrzeUo, an Indian national residing in Jordan, 
hereby announce ray intention to many Welakuluge PSyx&eti, a 
Sri Lankan national residing in Jordan. The marriage will be 
solemnised by the embassy of India. Amman, under provisions 
stipulated by the Government of Lndia after 30 days from the date 
hereof. 


tnership. again gave Australia A- 
steady start with a 57-run stand, 
but the dismissal of Boon was foe 
trigger for yet another collapse. 

Boon was run out for 25, foe 
only vfcket Monday not to fall to 
Yadav or Shastri, and was imm- 
ediately followed back to the pav- 
flion by Marsh (28) caught at short 
leg off Yadav. 

Three runs later Waugh, hoi- 
sted up the order by Border for the 
experience, was out leg before to 
Shastri for nought. 

Wayne Phillips hung on with the 
doughty Ritchie for over an hour 
before being caught off Shastri, 
and entering the final 20 overs 
Australia were under siege at % 
for four. 

Greg Matthews lasted 29 min- 
utes before falling to Yadav and 
the Indians believed an unlikely 
win was in sight- when Border, 
coming in at number seven, was 
removed by Yadav for only four. 

But Ritchie, who ground out 17 
runs in nearly three hours at the 
crease, and Bright stayed together 
for the last 20 minutes to enwrc 
Australia did not lose their fifth 
successive series since 1983-84. 

Yadav took five for 99 in the 
first innings, and three for 19 in 
the second off 33 overs. Shastri 


followed his four for 101 in the 
first with two for 36 off 25 overs in 
the second. 

“It was a difficult afternoon,** 
admitted Border after foe game. 
Tbe teosion of his side’s batting 
collapse was compounded tty news, 
that his wife had given birth a for- 
tnight prematurely. 

“Today f wg wanted the >401 in 
the best w^pp^sible — their spi- 
nners were bowling well and we 
couldn't expea to hit them off a 
length/* he said. 

“But me dropping down the 
batting order didn’t have any 
domestic pressures — I wanted 
people like Matthews and Waugh 
to get experience against spin with 
.tests in India coming up. 

"Overall our fielding has been 
poor although we have been wor- 
king hard with Bob Simpson on it. 
But we take heart that we didn't 
lose 

Border *zia he was glad the ser- 
ies WuS over as he was raentally- 
exhausted. Asked if he was enj-. 
oying foe captaincy he said: ‘Tm 
no l necessarily enjoying it Tm just 
doing it.“ 

Indian captain Kapil Dev had 
no doubt which side had proved 
itself superior over foe three mat- 
ches. _ 


inaugural 
Bahamas 
golf classic 

PARADISE ISLAND, Bahamas 
(R) — Hale Irwin, ?4wo-time U.S. 
Open champion, pulled away 
from the field Sunday to claim the 
inaugural $300,000 Bahamas cla- 
ssic by six strokes with a 72-bole 
score of 19runder-par 269. ... 

Irwin, a winner of 17 PGA tom- 
titles in his career, pulled away 
from fellow- American ScottHoch 
over the back nine and shot a 67 to 
claim the 572,000 top prize in this 
firet event of the 1986 season. 

Hie 40-year-o!d Irwin scorched j 
the Paradise Island golf club cou- 
rse with birdies on the 10th, 13th, 
14th and 15th holes while Hoch. 
with whom he shared the third- 
round lead, stumbled in with a 75 
to land in fourth place at 277. 

“I just fell back on ray fun- 
damentals," said Irwin. “Tm very 
happy with this turn of events. 

uwm got off to a shaky start 
when he drove Unto the water on 
the first hole but he recovered to 
make par and then birdied the 
second bole to regain a share of 
the lead. 



















sm 





Giant Slalom world champion skier, Marims Was- mpionshlp tot Angnst skiing m 

JUS/ V 1 3S " ArgeHtina (*NP/Sven Simon photo) 

nieier, 22, won the world Giant Slalom cha- 
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TIME 


VIDEO SHOW 

Now available 

Please reserve your copy now. 

At Rainbow Video Center 
Tei. 627263 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WANTED 

Big company needs a top executive secretary for the gen- 
eral manager with: 

1- Minimum 5 years experience 

2- -Fluent English 

3- Perfect shorthand 

4- English typing 


Please contact phone No. 665848 


EYE FOR AN EYE 
(Europe Airport Massacres) 
GLOBAL IMAGERY: 
(Reagan/Gorbachev on TV) 
NEVER ON SUNDAY 
(Sunday Shopping in England) 
GADAFFI VOWS DEFIANCE 
(Libya) 



The first 6 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordbn 

1st Circle, Jabal Ammon, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open doily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


CHEN'S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing - • 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket ' 


Mongolian Barb* 
lunch and dinner 
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•• Tel: 818214 . 
Come and taste our 
specialities 1 ~ 
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Canadian dollars 
. West. German marks 
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Swiss francs 
‘Belgian francs * 
French francs 
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Norwegian crowns 
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STOCK MARKET 
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^ON EX^N;^)^ ~ The market. dosed mixed with an easier bias 
^Jlt^a^big&er~ opening attracted profit- taking, dealers said. The 
: FP30^ high of 1156.2 before reacting 

foiXl44J9,'at 1500. GMT. fora net loss of 4.7 points. At L530 the' 
•.FTSE .100 index was 5.1 down at 1 424.7. 

'/TlQtfcsed'hpenhy **pat762 after 774, Beecham was 1 Op lower 
^34S^^efpKtfllers w^- unchanged at 496 after 498. 

^Government bcSuJs^'pared- earSer 5/8 losses to around 7/16 
Sopti^&sterixngrect^^ dealers said. Golds and 

--tvknra Amerkaas were firmer, 

■; sector General Accident was 7p off at 733 

Pilot Insurance of GhtmHm for 
:4TJ-i3.6 ptflHrm to heoftoanced by the issue of 1433 milKpn new 

Brokers Wilfa Faber rose 12p to 
narrowly mixed. 

Jn^rid^(aip'at249 and Umted Biscuits at 229 were both ?p 
^Jpwcri Hanson-Trust* which has made a bid for Imperial, was 4p 
WWCr^ l95/Reed J^ feJI So to 684. 

■ ; ^ s 3n / easier o2^7^dk»nlrol slKd 7p toT.38 while Burmah gaw^t 
]^10p ip3i^7r B JJ. apd Shell were, unmoved at 558 and 668 res- 
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qnft ‘ ^gut jntich ^accomplished with this 
Idudof^s^p^^^ with evrayone. 

f M^T ek^^N (Jime 22 torJuL 21}Getj»t*tmt 
^ jeoja. iu TO TOthqaad and happy fashion 

Make th£pi^ to have a 
deli^tfultim ip the* Staling, said thea follow throu gh 

^ritbaftv tmjng. ■-.>:■ r:. • . ....'■-. 

: .; how to add to your 

Flan a pari- 
ty ittiho eyania^.v.>^' • * -,’ / • ‘ . ■'.. 

Qcfc-. -221 Handle the eor- 
respmideDh» that-wffl bring new opportunities to ad- 

vni yre Tnt n ybtrr I jf ; - -•■' '.: , 

^SGORtJD^^^MNov. 21> Yon have to give at- 
ti&tforrtd fm&na &£kud Utfierpractical in at ters today, 
and m tfreeVfi^^ expert helps you out. ' 
SAG5 TTARIUS^NoV^ 22 ta Dec. 21) Yon have per- 
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together with throne you love, in the evening. .-' 

.': AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) See as niany good 
fiiends as yoa can today and make new. acq u a in t an c e s. 
The- averring is fine for enjoying anrasemente. 

•' - PISCES. (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You can accomplish a 
greatdeal in the outage world, both today and in the 
evehih^ Don't ri^lect dvic duties. 
r TODAY .;, he or she will 

be interested, in jiist about everything in the world, and 
should Imveas an educaUon as possible. An indepenr 

dept ^hifd who should I^rn to be more cooperative with 
bdus&fofr beskiesalts dining the lifetime. - 


UAE delays implementing 1984 
companies law for further year 


Ozal ends 4 extremely 
constructive’ talks in 




ABU DHABI (R) —The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) has del- 
ayed implementing a 1984 oom- 
panieslawfbra faraeryeardueto 
legal and constitutional problems, 
the Dubai-based daily A1 Bayan 
reported Sunday. 

' The 326-artide law to regulate 
commercial companies in the 
seven-emirate federation was iss- 
.ued in March 1984 but has not 
beenixnplenaaited because of dif- 
ferences between focal and federal 
authorities and business opp- 
osition. 

AJ Bayan quoted economic sou- 
rces are saying it gave the trade 
and economy minis try more pow- 
ers -than specified by the con- 
' stitutxra, particularly on matters 
relating to local government pow- 
ers. 

The constitution gives, ind- 
ividual emirates die powers to 
regulate focal companies. 

The decision to delay imp- 
lementing the law was made at the 
last session of the UAE Council of 


Ministers after the executive cou- 
ncil of Abu Dhabi emirate sub- 
mitted a memorandum noting 
administrative and financial pro- 


blems (t created. 

Other sources said the economy 
and trade ministry lacked the staff 
to implement it. 

The cabinet called on local gov- 
ernments to submit proposals on 
the law! and formed a minis terial 
committee to handle rec- 
ommendations. 

Meanwhile, a senior UAE off- 
icial said Sunday title 1986^budget 
of the emirate of Abu Dhabr-— 
the largest contributor to the 
UAE’s federal coffers — would be 
similar in size to those of the last 
three years. 

But Sheikh Jauan Salim,' und- 
ersecretary of the Abu Dhabi Fin- 
ance Department, told Reuters 
that allocations for development 
projects would be down in this 
year’s budget. 

Projected figures for this year’s 
budget or for those in 198S and 


1984 have not been released, but 
1983 spending was put at $5.9 bil- 
lion and revenues at $5.48 bffHon. 

AJ Bayan Sunday quoted She- 
ikh Jauan as saying the 1986 bud- 
get was expected to be issued bef- 
ore April. He said he expected it 
to be in deficit, although exp- 
enditure savings in some areas 
should reduce the shortfall from 
previous years. 

The goveraraeiit would not bor- 
row from banks if oO prices were 
steady, he said. “But xf prices go 
down, this needs reconsideration 
of our plans in offsetting the def- 
icit ana we might resort to bor- 
rowing from local banks.' 1 " 

He said a deficit in 1985 was 
covered through special arr- 
angements with national banks. 
This is apparently simil ar to arr- 
angements made in 1983 and 
1984. 

The Abu Dhabi budget includes 
its contribution to the federal 
budget, last year put at $258 bil- 
lion. 


Arab bank halts aid to Abidjan 


KHARTOUM (R) - The Arab 
Bank for Economic Development 
in Africa (BADEA) will halt ass- 
istance to Ivory Coast because it 
restored diplomatic relations with 
Israel, a senior bank official said 
Sunday. 

He told Reuters that stopping 
aid was a mere procedural matter 
following Abidjan's decision, 
announced on Dec. 18, to resume 


ties with Israel. The amount inv- 
olved was not known. 

The official, who asked not to 
be- named, was elaborating on 
comments by Mr. Chedli Ayari, 
chairman of the Khartoum-based 
bank, in an interview with the 
Sudan News Agency (SUNA). 

Mr. Ayari said it was the policy 
of the bank, set up in 1975 to cha- 
nnel Arab aid to black African 


countries, to stop helping states 
which restored ties with Israel 
“because such behaviour means 
walking out from the arena of, 
Arab -African cooperation.” 

He suggested an Arab- African 
summit be held to discuss common 
issues after reports thay some Afr- 
ican countries which broke with 
Israel after the 1973 Arab-Israeli 
war were likely to resume ties. 
SUNA reported. 


Slowdown, falling profits darken 
outlook for Tokyo stock market 


TOKYO (R) — Worries over a 
slowdown in Japan's economic 
growth and falling corporate pro- 
fits are darkening the outlook for 
the Tokyo stock market in 1986, 
brokers said Monday. 

But a continuation of the high 
liquidity which boosted the mar- 
ket in 1985 seems likely to offset 
at least some of the gloom, they 
said. 

“There is nothing on the fun- 
damental side to get excited 
about,"" said Mr. Peter Tasker, 
research analyst for Klein wort 
■Benson’s Tokyo branch. “But 
_ there i? stJUa lot of money around 
V ht Japan and a fot of money gang 
jnto. equities." ; • . - r 

The government has forecast a 
four per cent real growth rate in 
Japan's gross national product for 
die fiscal year ending march 1987, 
but private sector economists est- 
imated the figure at doser to two 
to three per emit. 

"There will be a significant slo- 
wdown in the domestic economy ” 
said Mr. Nick Gregory, research 
director at Hoare Govett. ‘Tn the 
new year, fundamentals will begin 
to come to the forefront again so 
prospects for die market are not 
terribly good,”' 

•' The increased strength of the 
yen is sure to hurt corporate ear- 
nings for export-oriented issues, 
.. brokers noted. 

The yen has risen more than 16 
per cent against the dollar since 


the Group of Five industrialised 
countries decided in late Sep- 
tember to lead the dollar lower. 

“Exports will be that much less 
competitive,” said Mr. David Ga- 
pham, a broker at Jardine Fleming 
Securities "I would be surprised if 
Hue chips challenged their highs 
of the last two years,” he said. 

Some brokers said investor anx- 
iety over trade friction and an 
American protectionist backlash 
could also dampen a recovery in 
blue chips and the market as a 
whole. 

NE WS ANALYSIS . 

“There is a possibility the trade 
issue could resurface next spring," 
said an analyst at a major U.S. 
brokerage firm’s Tokyo branch. 
“The market will not enter a str- 
onger leg until there is more da- 
rby on that issue,” he said. 

However, many brokers said 
expectations of lower earnings in 
the coming year have already been 
taken into account in the prices or 
export-related issues. “Blue chips 
are oversold now " said the Ame- 
rican analyst. 

This itself could make blue 
drips attractive again, they said. 
“Correcting oversold positions in 
shares will be one market theme," 
Mr. Tasker said. 

Several brokers said domestic- 
oriented issues such as con- 
structions and properties, which 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey and Iran have agreed to 
develop closer ties and boost trade, Taridsh Prime 
Minister Tnrgnt Ozal said In Tehran Monday. 


ANKARA (R) - Turkey and 
Iran have agreed to develop doser 
ties and boost trade, Turkish 
Prime Minis ter Turgut Ozal said 
in Tehran Monday. 

The semi-official Anatolian 
News Agency said he told a news 
conference his talks with Prime 
.Minister Mir-Hossein Mousavi 
and other officials had ended in 
full agreement. 

Mr. Ozal, due to return home 
Monday night at the end of a 
four-day visit, described the talks 
as "extremely constructive” and 
said nfpcfals of the two countries 
would meet more often. 

They had agreed to boost trade 
volume tiiis year to $3 billion from 
some $25 billion in 1985, he said. 
The S3 billion target was set in* 


1984 but has never been reached, 
apparently because of' a fall in 
Iran’s oil income. 

Turkey’s Hurriyet newspaper 
said Monday Iran had agreed to 
cut the price of its oD supplies to 
Turkey from $28.05 a barrel to 
$2655 at Khaig Island terminal, 
where insurance rates are High 
because of the risk of Iraqi attack, 
and $27.05 for Sirri Island, further 
down the Gulf. 

Press reports said Turkey agr- 
eed to buy five million tonnes of 
Iranian oil this year, but could 
vary the amount by 20 per cent 
either way. Imports in the first 
nine months of 1985 were 4.6 mil- 
hem tonnes, making Iran Turkey’s 
biggest oil supplier. 

Mr. Ozal said studies would 
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The agency Saul , 
asked by an Irani rah _ 
whether Turkey's ec^ 
with the West and itsgrn^ 
ations with Islamic counn. 
resented a .contradiction. 

“We are a bridge betwee, 
Islamic World and the West, 
quoted Him as saying. “We ha 
historically had ties with the Is 
amic World. We also have rel- 
ations with 'the West and these will 
g° on. We do not prefer one to the 
Other."' 

Turkey's expanding ties with 
the Islamic World had upset 
“some circles”, be said. But he 
added: "Turkey will continue to 
play -an important role in bringing 
Islamic countries together.” 

Most .of its population is Mus- 
lim, Hit Turkey has a strong sec- 
ular tradition. 


IMF accepts Sudan’s plea 


led the market for several months 
in 1985, will be a recurring theme 
in 1986. But how much of a rise 
can be expected for these issues 
remains undear . 

"If the government stimulates 
the economy, there could be ano- 
ther round in domestics, but it is . 
problematic whether they can 
repeat their performance of 
1985,” said Mr. Robert Buighart, 
director of research at W J. Carr. 

“There is a substantial margin 
overhang in constructions in par- 
ticular which will continue until 
May,” he added. ‘ 

- But ^sropdities, especially com- 
panies with urban land holdings or 
office buildin gs for rent, are likely 
to attract buyers, they noted. 

Private railways, many of which 
also have large urban lan- 
dholdings ripe for redevelopment, 
are also Kkely winners. 

Telecommunications will be a 
major market focus, brokers agr- 
eed. The government has said it 
wflJ sell off 1 .95 million of the 15.6 
milfion shares it holds in Nippon 
Telegraph and Telephone (NTT) 
Corporation, the former gov- 
ernment monopoly whidi became 
a private firm last April. But for- 
eigners are not allowed to buy the 
shares, they noted. 

"The sale of NTT shares may 
create a boom around related tel- 
ecom stocks," said Hoare Gov- 
etf s Gregory. 


KHARTOUM (AP) - The Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
agreed not to declare Sudan ins- 
olvent despite its inability to pay 
$218 million in debt arrears, the 
state-owned press reported Mon- 
day. 

Reports said Foreign Minister 
Ibrahim Taha Ayoub told the cab- 
inet on Sunday that the IMF acc- 
epted the plea of a Sudanese del- 
egation in Washington that the 
payment due last Friday be put off 
pending arrival of a delegation 
from the fund later this month. 

Energy Minister Abdul Aziz 
Osman Mousa and his delegation 
that included B ank of Sudan Gov- 
ernor Ismail A1 Musbah was to 
return from Washington on Mon- 
day. No date has been set for arr- 


ival of the IMF group. 

The daily A1 A yam reported 
that Mr. Siddiq Abdein, the agr- 
iculture minister and a member of 
the government’s economic com- 
mittee. said the delay means the 
IMF will not declare Sudan “unw- 
orthy of international support.” 
Such a declaration would imply 
that donor countries and lending 
arms of the IMF should stop len- 
ding. 

General Abdul Rahman Swa- 
reddahab's coup that ousted pre- 
sident Jaafar Numetri last April 
inherited a debt of $9* billion. 
General Swareddahab has said 
interest alone is accumulating at 
$800 million a year. 

Sudan's relations with the IMF 
have caused turmoil in recent 


weeks, which led to the res- 
ignation of Awad Abdul Majeed 
as finance minister. 

He quit after the cabinet rej- 
ected in stormy, name-railing ses- 
sions most parts of an agreement 
that Mr. Abdul Majeed had wor- 
ked out with the lending agency. 
Among austerity measures it 
would have imposed were rem- 
oving subsidies on commodities, 
removing price controls and dev- 
aluing the Sudanese pound. 

Commerce Minister Sidahmad 
AJ Sayed told the daily AJ Sahafa 
that IMF officials in Washington 
had agreed to five amendments to 
a plan of seven proposed by 
Sudan. He did not say which pro- 
visions would be Fhangflri. 


China to consolidate reforms 


PEKING (R) — China's economy 
is set for a year of consolidation in 
1986 after last year’s record trade 
deficit, sharp price rises and the 
first fall in grain harvest for seven 
years. 

Prime Minister Zhao Ziyang 
told a major conference last 
month that the guideline for this 
year was “to consolidate, digest 
and perfect the results” of reforms 
made so for “rather than to make 
new moves.” 

Mr. Zhao and top leader, Mr. 
Deng Xiaoping, are the principal 
architects of far-reaching reforms 
introduced since 1979 which have 
greatly increased farm output, 
expanded foreign trade and sta- 
rted to dismantle the vast stake 
economic bureaucracy. 

“China's current problems are a 
result of too rapid growth, too 
much success,” one Western dip- 
lomat said. “It is easier to deal 
with fast growth than no growth at 
all.” 

The reforms have lifted state 
controls on many food items, lea- 
ding to big price increases, and 
have decentralised decision- 
making, leading to a huge surge in- 
imports. 

A Western diplomat put the 
1985 trade deficit at a record $5 
billion, up from $1.1 billion in 


1984, resulting in a sharp foil in 
China's foreign reserves. 

“I don't see how China can 
boost its exports much in 1986. 
Prices for its oil and agricultural 
exports are falling and its textiles 
face protectionism in major mar- 
kets,” he said. 

A UJS. banker said tight curbs 
on inports introduced last April 
would stay in force until at least 
the aut umn and would hit hardest 
imports of consumer goods, esp- 
ecially from Japan. 

China has repeatedly warned it 
will not tolerate a third year of 
major deficit with Japan, its lar- 
gest trading partner. The deficit 
for 1985 is officially estimated at 
$5 billion, up from $1.25 billion in 
1984. 

“This issue wfll come to a head 
this year. China is likely to switch 
purchases away from Japan, even 
if they cost more,” the banker 
said. 

Domestically, China's economy 
grew rapidly last year, with large 
increases in industrial output, esp- 
ecially in rural areas, and retail 
sales. Bank savings reached rec- 
ord levels. 

Output of nearly all cash crops 
rose. But the grain harvest fell for 
the first time in seven years from a 
record 407 million tonnes in 1984 


to 380 million because of natural 
disasters and the switch to more 
profitable cash crops. 

Veteran communist leader, Mr. 
Chen Yun, told a party conference 
last September that grain sho- 
rtages could lead to social dis- 
order. 

Peking has promised to restore 
the 1986 harvest to the 1 984 level 
by raising the acreage udderjgrain ‘ 
and increasing incentives for -for- 
mers to grow it. , . ■ ■- } 

Fanners welcomed the reforms 
which meant they received- more 
for their produce. But opposition 
to the ensuing price., increases, 
especially in the cities, forcecTthe 
government to announce, ^ffiat 
there would be no major-price ref- 
orms this year, a Western 
loraatsaid. ^ 

“We have been used to stable 
prices for 35 years,” said a sec- 
ondary school teacher. “These 
increases have cancelled out a rise 
in ray wages and I am in no pos- 
ition to earn extra money.”" 

The official State Statistical 
Bureau released figures last week 
saying that last year's wage raises 
of about 10 per cent were r unning ' 
ahead of {nice increases.. 
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New arrange the drtrfed letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HASTY ABASH MARTYR CAMPUS 

Answer. Whet any good junkman knows how to 
Convert— TRASH INTO CASH 
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fails * claims six 


Siw lives . 

weekend HNESBURG (R) — Six Sooth African black 
them wftfe have died in an outbreak of tribal fighting. 
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n .ice said Monday. 

The go 

Sportingbl. Sipho Mathe, deputy pol-. 
draw lev commissioner of the Kwazulu 
of theibaJ homeland near the Indian 
Both Ocean coast , said figh ting erupted 
sanx between two rival dans in the 
F remote Okhukhu area Sunday, 
pr He said the victims had bullet 
F and stab wounds. 

Almost 60 people were killed in 
a fierce clash between thousands 
of Zulu and Pondo tribesmen near 
Durban over Christmas. 
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Meanwhile South Africa has 
said it will act against guerrillas 
who it says crossed the Botswana 
border to plant a landmine that 
killed two whites. 

The landmine blast brought the 
white death toll for thfe past three 
weeks to 13, while in black areas 
continuing political violence cla- 
imed its 32nd victim since the New 
Year. 


Defence Minister Manga us 
Mai an, speaking Sunday of the 
landmine that killed a white man 
nnd woman on Saturday as they 
were dri ving through a game park 
near Ellisras, said Pretoria would 
“act in order to fight the evil.**" 

The army said it was certain the 
banned African National Con- 
gress (ANC) was behind (he latest 
guerrilla attack and that ANC 
guerrillas had crossed the Bot- 
swana border to lay the mine. 

South Africa has in the past att- 
acked what it said were ANC 
based in Botswana, Mozambique 
and Lesotho. 

Botswana has denied that it all- 
ows the ANC to have bases in its 
teritoiy. 

Mai an added that the blast pro- 
ved once more “that die Sooth 
African government or other civ- 
ilised South Africans could not 
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negotiate or talk with the ANC.’* 

The ANC, which claimed res- 
ponsibility for a series of land 
mine blasts near the Zimbabwe 
border last month when six whites 
and a black died, had no imm- 
ediate comment on the explosion.. 

Ellisras residents vowed Sunday 
that they would not be forced out 
of the remote farming area by the 
threat of mines. 

An ambulance driver who took 
two injured men to hospital after 
Saturday's blast told Reuters: ‘T 
don’t think the farmers will be 
worried to stay here. They will 
protect their land.’* 


Army frees 3 Bangladeshi hostages 


Hardliner 


DHAKA (AP) — Three people 
held hostage by tribal insurgents 
for more than a month were res- 
cued Thursday by Bangladesh 
soldiers, who raided a rebel hid- 
eout in a deep forest in die Chi- 
ttagong hill tracts, a newspaper 
reported Monday. 

The independent English- 
language New Nation said the 
rebels had been demanding ran- 
som for the three Bangladesh For- 
est Department employees, held 
since early December. 


TBte paper, whose reports on 
insurgents generally have been 
reliable, said Bangladesh soldiers 
stormed the hideout at Balipara, 
350 kilometres south east of 
Dhaka, last Thursday night and 
freed the captives. 

There were no arrests or inj- 
uries, and the insurgents fled the 
hideout, the paper said. 

On Dec. 28. the rebels killed 
two other captives, tribal leaders 
Rabibhushan Chakma and Shanti 
Moham Chakma. when a ransom 


7 die as communal riots 


demand was not met The two had 
been kidnapped in mid- 
December. The insurgents killed a 
former leader of the rebels, Maj. 
Rumel, on Dec. 27 in retaliation 
for his surrender to the Ban- 
gladesh army last-April. 

The insurgents, divided into two 
factions, have been fighting a bush 
war against the Bangladesh army , 
for 14 years, seeking economic 
and cultural autonomy for the 
resource-rich Chittagong hiii ! 
tracts, bordering the Indian states* 
of Tripura and Mizoram. 
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hit Ahmedabad again 


NEW DELHI ( R) — Police pat- 
rolled sensitive areas in the wes- 
tern Indian city of Ahmedabad 
Monday after seven people were 
killed in savage street battles 
which broke out between Hindus 
and Muslims during a (dte-fiying 
festival. 


rival factions in the minorities 
feud urged supporters to daub 
their kites with slogans supporting 


or opposing the minorities policy, 
which sets quotas of jobs and coi- 


■ *The crow Je J lanes of the city's 
old quarter were tense but under 


Told quarter were tense but under 
control Monday morning after 
tvk> hbursof fighting Sun Jay, pol- 
ice sakl. 

An. indefinite curfew was da- 
mped ‘oh two districts and police 
'rentforceaients were rushed into 
<: tiie worst-affected areas, city Pol- 
ice Commissioner B.K. Jha told 
J Reuters by telephone. 

'■ Tbtee of the victims were bur- 
* riedatlive after being stabbed while 
'four were stabbed to death. Doz- 
ens of people received stab wou- 
.pds anu injuries from thrown sto- 
_hes. 

’ Shopkeepers hurriedly put up 
their shutters in the worst violence 
.to;, bit Ahmedabad for several 
months. 

n*e city was the focus of sec- 
tarian and caste clashes which 
swept Gujarat state last year dur- 
ing protests over government pol- 
icy giving preferential treat neat 
to underprivileged .ninorities. 

BujLJha said Sunday’s trouble 

was not related to the minorities 


lege places for poor and backward 
classes. 

At least 230people were killed 
in Gujarat from April to July last 
year in riots sparked by protests 
against the. policy. 

The mainly middle-class stu- 
dents who Jed protests against the 
quotas policy said it discriminated 
unfairly against merit students. 

Meanwhile, a top scientist war- 
ned that up to half the people in 


48 people 
die in dam 
collapse 
in China 


BELGRADE (R) — A hardline 
croat known for his opposition to 
Western ideas and criticism of int- 
ernal dissidents has been adopted 
as Yugoslav prime minister- 
designate, informed Yugoslav pol- 
itical sources say. 

But the sources say the selection 
of Branko Mikulic took place sec- 
retly, behind the scenes, sparking 
public conq) taints that democratic 
procedures have been by-passed. 


HONG KONG (AP) - Forty- 
eight workers were killed when a 


eight workers were killed when a 
dam collapsed in southern China, 
triggering an avalanche of mud 
and water that buried 55 people, a 
Hong Kong Communist Chinese 


newspaper reported Monday. 
The Wen Wei Po said 55 w 


Under the constitution, can- 
didates for prime minister and 
government members are sup- 
posed to emerge after months of 
debate within the Socialist All- 
iance, a Communist-led mass pol- 
itical organisation. They are then 
approved by the State Presidency 
and confirmed in office by par- 
liament. 


big Indian cities are likely to be 
living in disease- ridden and ins- 
anitary slums by the turn of the 
oentury. 

Millions of people were already 
prone to tuberculosis and worms 
because of overcrowding and 
open sewers, V. Ramalingaswami, 
head of the Indian Council For 
Medical Research, told a science 
conference Sunday. 

He sakl only one thirdTof India's 
160 million urban dwellers had a 
drinking water supply or san- 
itation. Some 40 per cent of urban 
households lived in one roo n. 
with the rate as high as 70 per cent 
in India's largest city Calcutta. 

The number of slum-dwellers, 
now around 20 per cent of the 
urban population, was shooting up 
because more young people were 
leaving the countryside to look for 
work in the cities. 

“One estimate says that by the 
year 2000. 50 per cent of the pop- 
ulation in cities of more than a 
million would be living in slums.” 
Ramalingaswami said. 

About 15 Indian cities have a 
popuation of more than one mil- 
lion. 


issue. - 

The_ fighting was mainly in the 
city’s crowded old quarter where 
Hinduis and Muslims live in close 
proximity, Jha said.- - 

Bra wls brake out when one per- 
son cut the string of another's kite 
and crowds quickly joined in the 
fighting. “It is a mixed (Hindu and 
Muslim) area and tempers fray 
easily. Jha said.' 

Sunday's clashes came after 


The Wen Wei Po said 55 wor- 
kers were digging a ditch when the 
dam, under construction in 
China's Guangxi region, burst on 
Dec. 24. 

The paper said seven workers 
were rescued after 7,000 cubic 
metres of mud and water gushed 
onto die workers. 

It said that by Saturday, 46 bod- 
ies bad been dug out from the deb- 
ris and that two workers stOl were 
missing and presumed dead. 

Wen Wei Posaid the dam was at 
the Tiansbeng Bridge hydropower 
plant bordering Guizhou pro- 
vince. 

Preliminary investigation sho- 
wed that the collapse was caused 
by a leak in the dam that went 
unnoticed, the paper said. 

The paper said the hydropower 
plant is on the Hongshui (red 
water) River ' 


But the sources said the ele- 
ction's outcome was actually dec- 
ided in mid-December when the 
party and state leaderships ado- 
pted Mr. Mikulic. 57, the youngest 
member of the collective eight- 
man state presidency, as the sole 
nominee. 


Socialist Alliance President 
Alexandar Grlickov denied rep- 
orts of Mr. Mikutic's appointment 
early last month, saying in a mag- 
azine interview: “ We have no int- 
ention of playing at ejections.” 
But the reports have been sup- 
ported by political cartoons in the 
semi-official press and open ref- 
erence to Mr. Mikulic by political 
commentators. 

The main party daily Borba. in 
an article hinting at deep public 
cynicism on the' issue, said the 
rumours suggested the next ele- 
ction would “only be a facade.” 


Tamils 
reportedly 
getting 
foreign aid 


Aquino receives standing 
ovation from businessmen 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka's 
National Security Minister sakl 
Monday guerrillas fighting to set 
up a separate Tamil state were 
receiving foreign assistance. 

T-fllirh Athol athmudali, spe- 
aking to a- group of Colombo 
based diplomats, declined, how- 
ever, to name the countries which 
the government believes are ass- 


Police meanwhile reported the 
•axing to death of a black chief in 
an eastern Cape township. Many 
of the recent killings in black areas 
have been in battles between con- 
servatives and radicals. 

They also said Sunday night 
they had arrested 89 black men in 
the rural area of Moutse for the 
murder of two black policemen on 
New Year’s Day. 

People in Moutse, in the north 
eastern Transvaal, are fighting 
inooiporation into Kwandebele — 
one of 10 tribal homelands set up 
for blacks under apartheid race 
.segregation. 


isting the rebels. 
“If they lost th 


“If they lost this support, then 
■the terrorist problem will come to 
an end,'* said Mr. A thul athmudali 
who is in charge of military ope- 
rations against the guerrillas. 


The minister was briefing the 
diplomats on the island’s ethnic 
conflict between majority Sin- 
halese and minority T amil s amid 


halese and minority T amil s amid 
police reports that 13 people were 
killed and 70 wounded over the 
weekend in violence in the nor- 
thern province capital of Jaffna. 

Police said the casualties occ- 
urred in clashes between guerrillas 
and security forces during which 
rebels attacked the main military 
base in Jaffna with mortars and 


small arms fire on Saturday and 
Sunday, 


The reports said fighting eru- 
pted when troops tried to clear 
guerrilla landmines from roads 
leading to Jaffna to enable a. cea- 
sefire monitoring committee to 
hear evidence of violations of the 
ceasefire agreement reached last 
June. 

Meanwhile a Tamil group said 
Monday Sri Lankan army per- 
sonnel are extracting the eyes of 
Tamils killed in dashes with tro- 
ops and sending them to eye hanks 
for export. 


The Eelam People’s Inf- 
ormation Centre (EPIC), with off- 
ices in the southern city of Madras, 
was quoted by the Press Trust of 
India as saying it was going to 
complain about the practice to a 
committee monitoring a ceasefire 
in Sri Lanka. 


’MANILA, Philippines (AP) — . 
Manila's top business people gave 
Corazon Aquino three standing 
ovations Monday as she outlined 
her plans to “undo the evfls’*'of 
President Ferdinand Marcos if she 
wins the Feb. 7 presidential ele- 
ctions. 

Mrs. Aquino also tokl Mr. Mar- 
cos to' ‘put up or shut up'*"on acc- 
usations she is influenced by 
Communists, and denied ever say- 
ing she planned to jafl him if ele- 
cted. 

In response to a question from a 
panel of businessmen, Mrs. Aqu- 
ino said she would not name a 
Communist to her cabinet. The 
Communist Party is outlawed 
under Mr. Marcos, but she has 
said she would welcome Com- 
munists into her government if 
they renounce violence. 

The widow of assassinated for- 
mer Senator Benigno Aquino 
gave a 25-minute speech outlining 
j her economic programme, inc- 
1 Juding plans to dismantle business 
monopolies in coconuts and sugar. 

Also Monday, two leftist youth 
groups announced plans, to lead a 
boycott of the election. The 
Communist Party also has decided 
to boyoott the voting, a newspaper 
reported. 

Mr. Marcos claimed Sunday 
that Communist rebels were hel- 
ping Mrs. Aquino's candidacy by 
threatening to attack villages that 
vote for him. He did not say how 
he got the information or wliat Mi- 
lages were involved. 

“Mr. Marcos, either you put up 
or you shut up “said Mrs. Aquino, 
challenging Mr. Marcos to name 
the Communists he says have been 
advising her. “I am sick and tired 
of hearing him say that I have so 
pink or red advisers.” 

Mrs. Aquino said she would not 
“pamper the private sector” but 
that she would stop government 
from competing with it, prosecute 
economic saboteurs, welcome 


Mrs. Aquino said she would 
expect ..more favourable terms 
from foreign leaders, claiming Mr. 
Marcos had built up tile nation's 
525 billion debt to enrich himself 
She also said she intends to take 
charge of the milit ary as well as 
continue to run her own family: "L 
intend as well to be the 
co mmander- in-chief of the armed 
forces' of the Philippines, “ a pos- 
ition that goes with foe pre- 
sidency. 



nding to a question on 
would deal with the mil- 


itary, Mrs. Aquino said she would 
retire all “overstaying'* generals. 
Nearly all top commanders under 
Mr. Marcos are beyond ret- 
irement age. 

The audience response to her 
was unprecedented for the pre- 
stigious business groups, which 
interrupted her speech nine times 
with applause and cheered some 
of her answers to questions from 
the panel. The audience included 
members of the Makati Business 
Dub, the Catholic Church -based 
Bishops- Businessmen's Con- 
ference and the Management 
Association of the Philippines. 
The groups are to hear Mr. Mar- 
cos next week. 

“I cannot help the fact that 1 was 
bom into the elite dass,'*said Mrs. 


Aquino, who has never run for 


political office but comes from a 


foreign investment, and give lab- 
our an equitable share of profits. 


EPIC said in one incident on 
Dec. 19. troops detained eight 
Tamil youths at a theatre in eas- 
tern Trincomalee district. It said 
five of the youths were killed and 
their eyes taken out to be used in 
eye banks. 

EPJCsaid Sri Lanka met a large 
proportion of world demand for 
donated eyes. 


our an equitable share of profits. 

She said her first concern would 
be to end “mass poverty, une- 
mployment and und- 
eremployment,” which she said 
would help end a Communist ins- 
urgency. 


wealthy political family. Her bus- 
band was widely considered Mr. 
Marcos' likely successor before 
Mr. Marcos jailed him for eight 
years and then allowed him into 
voluntary exile in the United Sta- 
tes for three more. 

“1 am also one of the opp- 
ressed,’* she said, referring to her 
husband’s 1983 assassination. “so 
definitely I know what their pro- 
blems are and I will really do my 
very best to improve the lot of the 
poor.” 

Mrs. Aquino said she believed 
members of the military killed her 
husband and she would pursue the 
case. 

“But I never said he {Marcos) 
was going to be arrested and jai- 
led. These are Marcos’ own words. 
He's just giving me ideas. I think,” 
she said to long applause and che- 
ers. 
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Ruptured nuclear cylinder 
was reportedly overloaded 



Another Tamil organisation in 
Madras, the Li berati on Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), said six Sri 
Lankan police commandos were 


killed Su nday when they tried to 
raid an L i l t camp in the nor- 


thern town of Mullaittivu. 

In Colombo, a Defence Min- 
istry spokesman denied EPICs 
allegation that Sri Lanka was exp- 
orting eyes of Tamils kilted in eth- 
nic dashes, saying the report was 
“a figment of one’s imagination." 

He said the report was pan at a 
disinformation campaign by sep- 
aratist guerrillas in Madras to Jis- [ 
credit the Sri Lankan government. 

The spokesman also denied the 
LTTE claim that six police com- 
mandos were killed Sunday. 

“Two soldiers and three civilian 
women were injured when ter- 
rorists exploded a landmine in the 
northern town of .lullaittivu." he 
said. 


U.S. Navy to withhold names of personnel 
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The bidding: 

Sooth West Nort 

1 0 Pass 1 c 

2 ♦ P«m Z 4> 

3 NT Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of 


We could regale you for hours 
with tales about the bridge adven- 
tures of opr late friend, Baron 
Egynont van Dewiiz. This is another 
of bis favorite hands- 

North-South reached a iairly nor- 
mal contract of three no trump, and 
we would hazard a guess that it 
would be made 999 times out of 
1.000. The 1.000th time M £ggy" held 
the East cards, and look what hap- 
pened. 

West made his normal lead of the 
jack of hearts, won in the dosed 


hand. Declarer led a Low diamond to 
the queen and ace, and von Dewitz 
returned the eight of hearts to the 
king. 

Declarer took a successful dub 
fin ease, cashed the aee of spades 
and continued with a spade to the 
table's knave. Without a second's 
hesitation, von Dewitz followed 
with the ten! Suddenly, declarer 
had visions of making a bushel of 
tricks. 

He Gnessed the ten of diamonds, 
cashed the king and Lhen confident- 
ly finessed the nine of spades. Von 
Dewitz produced the queen be could 
not have, cashed the jack of dia- 
monds and exited with a dub. De- 
clarer was left to stare longingly at 
s master heart and a top spade in 
dummy, with no way to get to them. 
He still hatf to concede two club 
tricks to East for down one. 

What thrilled Eggy about this 
hand was not the beauty of the 
spade falsecord-he expected to 
make good plays. But at the bridge 
table he was like a mischievous tad.- 
He got far more pleasure out of one 
bit of larceny than out of a dozen 
hands that he played with technical 
perfection. He would burst out 
laughing at the table when he suc- 
ceeded in stealing a trick of two, but 

he was so good-natured about it all 

that bia opponents never took of- 
fense. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Navy 
Secretary John Lehman, citing 
concerns about terrorism, has Iss- 
ued a directive that will allow navy 
and Marine Corps commanders to 
protect the names and addresses 
of many of their servicemen from 
commercial mailing lists. 

The directive, dated Dec. 9, out- 
lines a new interim policy to cope 
with a legal setback suffered by 
the navy last March, when a fed- 
eral judge in Washington ruled 
that personnel information could 
not be withheld from commercial 
firms. 

The new policy, in line with the 
court decision, states in general 
that the names and addresses of 
sailors and Marines stationed ins- 
ide the United States must be rel- 
eased. 


It goes on to say. however, that 
personal information on sailors 
and Marines assigned to “rou- 
tinely deployable'* or “sensitive" 
units can be withheld. The names 
and addresses of servicemen ass- 
igned to units outside the United 
States may also be withheld, the 
policy states. 

"Release of such information 
aids the targeting of service mem- 
bers and their families by ter- 
rorists or other persons opposed 
to implementation of national pol- 
icy.'* Lehman wrote in the dir- 
ective. 

“Only an extraordinary public 
interest in disclosure of this inf- 
ormation can outweigh the need 
and responsibility of the navy to 
protect the tranquility and safety 
of service members and their fam- 


ilies. who repeatedly have been 
subjected to harassment, threat 
and physical injury.” 

All told, the exemptions could 
well apply to more than half of the 

767.000 men and women on act- 
ive duty with the navy and Marine 
Corps. At any given moment, for 
example, the navy has roughly 
260.(X)0 out of its 570,000 per- 
sonnel either afloat on ships or sta- 
tioned overseas. An even larger 
percentage of the Marine Corps' 

197.000 personnel could be cla- 
ssified as assigned to "routinely 
deployable” units. 

The directive is an outgrowth of 
a court decision last spring, when a 
federal judge ruled the navy could 
not routinely withhold a list of 
Marines from an insurance sai- 


GORE, Oklahoma (R) - The 
14-tonne cylinder of nuclear fuel 
that ruptured and caused one 
death and injured dozens of peo- 
ple was overloaded by nearly one 
tonne, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission l NRC) has reported. 

"The administrative limit which 
was on the container was 27,560 
pounds of uranium.” said Joseph 
Fouchard. an- NRC spokesman in 
Washington. 

“It had 29,500 pounds, so they 
put the container back in the 
steam jacket to return it to u gas- 
eous form. As they were doing 
that, the container ruptured.” 
continued Fouchard. who was in 
contact with NRC investigators in 
Gore, in eastern Oklahoma near 
the Arkansas border. 

"It is nor dear at this time whe- 
ther the overfilling was a con- 
tributory factor to the rupture. It's 
something we have to look into." 
the statement concluded. 

The cylinder of uranium hex- 
afluoride spewed toxic chemicals 
and mildly radioactive substances 
into the area of the Sequoyah 
Fuels Corporation. 

The uranium processing plant, a 
division of Kerr- McGee, was shut 
down pending further inv- 
estigation. Fouchard said. The 
blast also left portions of the site 
contaminated. 

The incident was believed the 
most serious in the U.S. nudeur 
energy industry since the 1979 
accident at the Three Mile Lsland 
plant near Harrisburg. Pen- 
nsylvania. 

Fouchard was reluctant to draw 
comparisons between the Three 
Mile Island accident, and the one 


at Sequoyah. He noted that the 
Pennsylvania accident took place 
at a nuclear reactor, where “a 
good deaf* of radioactivity esc- 
aped. 

Dlls accident, he said, occurred 
at a plant that was processing ura- 
nium. which ha J not vet been enr- 
iched. 

“There Ls so ne conia.Tiina- 
tion.” said Fouchard. “Some 
areas (in the plant) need dec- 
ontamination." He added that 
there hd been no further release of 
radioactive gases into the atm- 
osphere. Nearby communities 
were not evacuate J. 

Rick Peerles. foe plant spo- 
kesman, said it was the first cyl- 
inder break in the plant's 15 years 
of operation. 

Fouchard said he did not know 
whether the 25-year-old man died 
from exposure to radioactivity or 
from toxic che.nicals. 

Sequoyah Me.norial Hospital, 
about 42 kilometres from the 
plant, admitted 3f) patients after 
the accident and treated and rel- 
eased nearly 70 others com- 
plaining of skin and eye irritation 
from the gas leak, a spokesman 
said Sunday. 

A spokesman at Sparks Hos- 
pital in Fort Smith. Arkansas, said 
four people were being treated for 
respiratory problems. 

Kerr-McCiee was engulfed in 
controversy in the I970's when 
Karen Siikwood. a worker at one 
of its plants in Oklahoma City. 
Oklahoma, died in a mysterious 
car crash. She had suffered from 
plutonium poisoning and had 
been involved in a union campaign 
fbr improved safety. 
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Japanese shrine refuses to 
remove names of criminals 
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U.S. team starts Hanoi talks on MIA 


HANOI { R) — The United States 
and Vietnam Monday began their 
highest-level peacetime meetings 
in a bid to speed up accounting of 
Americans missing since the Vie- 
tnam war ended in 1975. 

A seven-member U.S. del- 
egation led by Assistant defence 
Secretary Rjctiard Arm it age and 
including .Assistant Secretary of 
State Paul Wolfowitz met Deputy 
Foreign Minister Hoang Bich Son 
shortly after they arrived for a 
24-hour visit. 

Vietnamese officials said the 
two sides would try to agree on 
steps to resolve the issue by the 
end of 1987. Officials from both 
sides said such steps could include 
joint excavations at the crash sites 
of U.S. warplanes similar to the 
first VS .-' Vietnamese dig on 
Hanoi's outskirts last November 
and December. 


Vietnam has also said it will be 
able to turn over more human 
remains presumed to be Ame- 
ricans. Hanoi handed over 39 sets 
of remains in 1985, making to 
total of 123 since 1975. 

Technical meetings similar to 
five convened here last year arc 
expected to continue. The United 
States says 1.797 American ser- 
vicemen went missing in Vietnam 
or off its coasts during the war. 

Western diplomats said the Vie- 
tnamese hope the talks will lead to 
the establishment of a permanent 
U.S. liaison office in Hanoi to 
manage the issue of Americans 
missing in action (MIA). 

Vietnamese officials have said 
they will show the U.S. team Tue- 
sday a villa set aside for such an 
office. 

Western diplomats here said 
Vietnam hopes that faster acc- 


ounting of the missing will lead to 
renewed diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. It also 
hopes for an end to an economic 
embargo by the United Scales and 
other countries who have dem- 
anded that Vietnam pull its troops 
out of Kampuchea. 

Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach told visiting U.S. educators 
last week he hoped normalisation 
of relations with Washington 
could take place “very soon. But 
we think there is difficulty for the 
American side.’* 

Cooperation on issue of missing 
Americans quickened last August 
when Vietnam said it would solve 
the issue unilaterally within two 
years. But Vietnamese leaders 
stressed that a reciprocal gesture 
from Washington, such as foe cur- 
rent visit, would be the key to the 
fullest possible accounting. 


TOKYO ( R) — Japan's YasuJcuni 
Shrine for war dead has refused a 
request by members of parliament 
to strike the names of 14 war cri- 
minals from its rolls so politicians 
can pay respects without being cri- 
ticised. 

“We refused. We cannot rem- 
ove those already enshrined as 
gods. No more talks have been 
held," a spokesman for the shrine 
said Monday. 

Ruling Liberal Democratic. 
Party (LDP) membeis had asked* 
the shrine to remove the names of 
14 "Cass A’* war criminals, inc- 
luding Hideki Tojo, prime min- 
ister at the start of World War n 
and one of the masterminds beh- 
ind the spread of Japanese 
power. 

High-level visits to the shrine in 
Tokyo, notably by Prime Minister 
Yasubiro Nakasone, have been 
severely criticised at home and 
abroad because the 14 names are 
included on rolls of honour. 

Mr. Nakasone became the first 
Japanese leader since the end of 
the war to pay his respects at foe 


shrine on Aug: 15, the 40th ann- 
iversary of Japan’s surrender to 
the allies. 

China led the attack with off- 
icial protests saying that Mr. Nak- 
asone’s v& it hurt the feelings of all 
those who suffered under Jap- 
anese militarism during the war. 
Hie prime minister has not visited 
the shrine since. 

The Yasukuni Shrine honours 
2 .4 million Japanese dead from all 
its wars. But in October 1975, the 
14 names were added to the rolls 
of honour as “victims:,'* the spo- 
kesman sakl. 
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Last year, a government int- 
ernal report gave clearance for 
cabinet minister to visit the shrine 
as long as they did not offend the 
separation between religion and 
state written into the post-war. 
constitution. 
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Mr. Nakasone at first -declined 
to say whether his visit m August 
was In a private or official cap* 
achy, saying only that hc wcct as 
“Nakasone, who is prime, min- 
ister.'* . ■ 
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